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OCTAGON DEADLINE: 

Submissions:  

Cutoff  -  15th of the Month 

Ads:  2 month maximum unless 

renewed. 

NO PDF’s please  -  they are not 

that easy to process as I don’t have 

a PDF converter.    You can use a 

Word program or Photograph. 

Extraction from the Societies Act Constitution of        

THE VICTORIA MG CLUB” 

 

            T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i s :  

1. a) To promote the enjoyment of MG cars:    

 b) To encourage the preservation, maintenance and use of MG cars and:    

 c) To conduct gatherings of a sporting or social nature for enthusiasts of the MG marque  

 d) To encourage involvement of British and other marques in the Club 

  
Annual Membership 
Any person interested in MG automobiles may apply to become a member.    
Ownership of an MG is not a prerequisite.  Annual membership shall be considered single (1 vote)  
or couple (1 vote each). Each annual membership my include family members up to the age of 19 years who will be non-
voting members.  The membership year is effective Jan 1 through December 31 of each year.  Dues paid by a new member 
after October 1 of any year shall be effective for the remainder of that year and the full year following.   Every member 
must uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws. 
 
Single Event Membership 
Single Event Membership shall be open to anyone who, in the opinion of the person organizing a club event, is suitable to 
participate in that event. The Executive Officers shall specifically authorize event organizers to accept single event mem-
berships, which shall be valid for a period not exceeding 48 hours from the time established by the event organizer. Single 
event members have no voting rights. A fee will be charged as established by the event organizer and the event organizer 
may impose other conditions on the participation of the single event member as deemed appropriate for that event.  

Cover Page:    -  Amazing Radium Trip 
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      In This Issue ……...  

If you missed the last Zoom Meeting you will not have heard of the desire of most of the members to 

be able to , once again, go ‘as a group’ to various events.    Believe me, the ‘Events Personel’ were listen-

ing.   

With all this in mind the cover photo, and the one below, is from the great road trip that some of our 

club members went on in September of 2019, to attend an MG Event hosted by the Calgary MG Club in 

the Village of Radium Hot Springs, There were entries from the OECC in Cranbrook, and other clubs from 

the area.  Comradery, enjoyment of the drive, meeting of other MG enthusiasts and the total experience 

of it all, was unbelievable.    

Hopefully the local drives that we as a club have been on—i.e. the Circle Tour up-island, or the shorter 

tours that we have enjoyed in the past, will hopefully be repeated.   Members have been asking if we can 

do that again, and yes, there is always room for the longer runs.     These runs are always a great experi-

ence!  Please note the extra page added for Events. 

This past month we have received a couple of new memberships and the on-line membership list has 

been updated.  If you can’t remember the password, please email me. 

Armande has sent some more photos from the 20th VMGC Anniversary Meet, together with write-ups 

from that time.  Take a peek, see how many you can recognize.   Oh how young we were!! 

I would love to hear from you about projects you may have, or are working on, or what you have been up 

to over the past year.    

 

      Happy Motoring, 

      Patricia Sparks,  Editor 

Photo:  

The Car Show at Radium 

Hot  Springs.   

The vehicles were all 

placed  in perfect  

Octagon shapes  around 

the field.    
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Hard to believe June is coming to an end and the summer equinox is past!    
 
We are entering the second half of the year, the gardens seem to be doing well, I’ve had a good feast of 
strawberries from the pots on my deck, the local ungulates have not learned how to get onto my deck 
yet. 
 
We have a healthy membership, less than in previous years but a good core of great members! And we 
have some new members to meet.   Potential good news is that restrictions on travel and meetings are 
being relaxed and hopefully we will not have a flare up and have to go back into restrictions. 
 
Derrick and Stu, our events people, have planned a run For July 4th.  I’m sure in this newsletter will be 
details, The purpose of mentioning this is that we have not done any events for sometime and this is go-
ing to be a great one with lots of parking at the destination, so social distancing can be practiced and we 
can all stay safe. 
 
We should all try to attend this run, it will be nice to socialize again and it will be open to other club 
members so if you know of anyone with a strong interest in cars this would be a great occasion to invite 
them along, a really big turn out would be nice.   To say nothing of the Therapeutic Benefits of blowing 
away the cobwebs!! 
 
I hope to see many of you there.   Also, perhaps, many new faces.  So please invite who you can! 
It will be a great occasion, something to perhaps talk about for years to come! 
 
 
The subject?   “The emergence of MG 
car club from COVID-19 Pandemic” 
 
 
Drive safe and enjoy the summer sun 
 
                                      Malcolm 

 
 
 
 

 

The Driver’s View! 

for  June/July 2021 
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You will receive an email from Susan via Patricia Sparks.   Our new system for joining the meeting, is ‘automatic’ .   

When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting,  “JUST CLICK ON THE BLUE LINK” and you are in!     Nothing to it.   Please remember to open 

your video and microphone settings (if you have them on your device).        

A passcode is also issued by Zoom, which you will probably not need, but have it handy just in case.   

SECRETARY’S NOTES 

VICTORIA MG CLUB GENERAL MEETING MAY 10, 

2021 Meeting held via Zoom  

 

Meeting held via Zoom 

Called to order 7:30 pm 

Executive present: Malcolm Ives, Gayle Adams, Susan Chap-

ple, Stu Moore, Derrick Sparks, Patricia Sparks 

Regrets: Russ Cape, David Shepherd 

Including the executive 15 members attended. 

Welcome new member Paul Shrimpton. Paul owns a 1977 

MGB 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Gayle had nothing to report 

 

TREASURER 

Russ was not at the meeting but left his report with Malcolm 

Ives. Bank balance stands at $8041. 

 

SECRETARY 

Susan reminded everyone that our meetings start at 7:30 pm  

You are welcome to join us at 7:15 a few minutes early to en-

joy some social time. Please do not join the meeting before 

7:15 

 

EVENTS  

Stu and Derrick are excited that COVID restrictions are about 

to begin easing. They both welcome suggestions for future 

events. 

This is the club’s 40th anniversary so there are many ideas for 

runs. One thought is to have a 2 or 3 day road trip in Septem-

ber. 

Provincial guidelines now allow for outdoor gatherings of 50 

people so Stu has his thinking cap on. 

Stu has been working on a tour of a Cidery in Cobble Hill and 

combined barbecue at the winery on July 4. There was some 

discussion about inviting another car club to join us. 

Gayle offered her property at Shawnigan for a gathering on a 

Saturday or Sunday. 

Christmas gathering could be held as a luncheon. More day-

light instead of driving at night. 

Many more ideas were discussed. We shall await Derrick and 

Stu’s directions, they always come up with great ideas. 

 

We again enjoyed some more discussions. 

Next meeting date is July 12, 2021 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:40 pm 

 

 

 

 

NEXT 

ZOOOOOM     

MONDAY, JULY 12  

Meet and Greet:   7:15 p.m.  - 7:30 p.m. 

The MEETING starts at:   7:30 p.m. 
 

    (The phones open by 7:15 pm) 
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THE STORY OF THE 1928 ROLLS-ROYCE PICCADILLY-PHANTOM 1  -   

OWNED BY MR. ALLEN SWIFT FOR 82 YEARS 

 

The Life expectancy for a male born in 1908 averaged 49.8 years.     

This is an interesting fact as many of those born in 1908 actually lived long and healthy lives.     My Father

-in-Law, Russell died just wo weeks shy of his 103rd birthday and, he too, was born in 1908. 

 

Mr. Allen Swift had a great start in life and an early exotic present from his dad. 

Allen Swift was born In 1908 and Died in 2010 

This man owned and drove the same car for 82 years.    

Mr. Allen Swift (Springfield, Massachusetts) received this 1928 Roll-Royce Piccadilly-P1 Roadster from his 

father, brand new -  as a graduation gift in 1928. 

He drove it up until his death – At the age of 102. 

Allen was the oldest living owner of a car that was purchased new. 

It was donated to a Springfield museum after his death. 

It has 1,070,000 miles on it, still runs like a Swiss watch, dead silent at any speed, and in perfect cosmetic 

condition.   

82 years – That’s approximately 13,048 miles per year (1087 miles per month). 

1,070,000 that’s miles, not kilometers  (That’s 1,721,998 kilometers!) 

That’s British engineering of a bygone era. 

I don’t think they make them like this anymore. 

 

Please click (or copy) this link to see the car, now sitting in the Museum in Springfiled. 

https://springfieldmuseums.org/collections/item/rolls-royce-phantom-i-rolls-royce-company-springfield-ma/ 

 

 

                I am sorry, I tried to find a photo for you to see, but no-such-luck.  Ed. 

 

        Thanks for John Instone for submitting the article. 
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A N N I V E R S A R Y   M E E T   2 0 0 1  

Saturday, September 8th—it was quite a day.  A total of 45 

MGs, Jaguars, Austin Healeys, Triumphs and a Morris lined up 

on the grass at Kinsmen Gorge Park in the bright sunshine to 

commemorate 20 years of fun in the Victoria MG Club.  It was 

gratifying to see a variety of daily drivers, totally restored 

cars and a number of cars whee restoration isunder way and 

will be for a while.   The Sparks family went to the trouble of 

bringin the Limited Edition MGB on a trailer to join the fun, as 

the restoration and ultimate licensing for the road could not 

quite be squeaked in for this day.   Good ol’ MG Spirit. 

We had some guests who phoned up early Sasturday morning 

from up Island and showed up a the park in time for the 

show.  We even signed up some new members, one of whom 

doesn’t yet have an MG, but has a whole lot of enthursiasm.    

As usual quite a number of interested people showed up to 

peer under hoods and ask a lot of questions about Lucan elec-

trics and SU carbs.   I was surprised to talk to a number of 

enthusiasts that either had an MG under reguild at home or 

had one on their shopping list.   A good three hours was 

spent discussing repairs and maintenance, where certain 

parts can be found, who owned this car previously, agreeing 

on exactly what the colour was, why a certain size tire was 

chosen and pressing 

the souvenir anni-

versary meet coffee 

(or tea) mugs into 

service. 

Throughout the day 

ballot forms were 

filled in to vote for 

favourite cars.    

 

At 2:30 p.m. a number of participants lined up and headed out 

on Cam and Karen’s Gumball Un-rally for a fun tour of inter-

esting sights in Victoria. 

That evening, everyone  eaded for the Princess Mary for a fun-

filled evening of 20 years of membories, photographs, and 

personal MG Club recollections of various club members 

(introduced by Club Historian Armande), including founding 

member Jackie Beaudoin and one of our youngest members, 

Chris Wignall.   Historiac MG events were depited on paper by 

budding artists wielding colourful crayons.   Many door prizes 

and raffle prizes were handed out to lucky ticket holders.  Bob 

Hughes actually guessed the number of spark plugs that Neil 

Fawdry had put in a clear jar. 

He must have known that Neil tried to throw everyone off by 

hiding a tennis ball in the middle of the jar!  Good eats were 

finished off with coffee and a piece of delicious anniversary 

cake (complete with T-Series icing), courtesy of Daphne and 

Peter Lee. 

Winners of the popular choce awards were presented their 

tropies by Doug Ingram and Jim Mills. 

Winners of the Anniversary Meet Committee awards present-

ed by Bob Hughes, 

Jack Baker and 

John Braybrooks.  

The awards were 

for Restoration, 

Old Reliable and 

the Piston Broke 

(saddest hard luck 

story). 

 

 

 
 

 

Remembering an Event from 20 years ago. 

BACK ROW:    Bob Hughes, Jack Baker, David Morton, Jim Mills  

FRONT ROW    Kathy Ellis,  Al Thomson, Karen Trickett  

Memories of the Past     -     Part Two      

by Armande Morton—Club Historian 
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          Memories of the Past - Part Two 

 
Here are a few photos taken from the Victoria MG Club 20th Anniversary Event in 2001.  

Photos are from the VMGC 2001 Photo Album.   

                                     LOCATION  -   KINSMEN / GORGE PARK 
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Memories of the Past - Part Two 

 

         LOCATION  -   KINSMEN / GEORGE PARK  (CONTINUED) 
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The Funkana 
 

The Funcana was an all-day 

event,  

    but now parts can be incor-

porated  

into the car run  -    

Which means that at  

certain checkpoints,  

you get to show your skills!!   

 

Above:   Putting an object onto a cone 

while the driver keeps driving. 

To the left:  Tossing an object into 

different size receptacles, (not as easy as 

it looks). 

Below:  This was a day event, and the 

vehicles are  lined up awaiting their 

turn. 

(Just two of the ’skill’ portions shown) 

Memories of the Past - Part Two 
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SECOND DECADE (1991-2001) 

   BY  Alan Fraser 

The Victoria MG Club entered its second decade still in a rebuilding mode as the club stabilized at just over 100 with 

older members taking a back seat and a new generation assuming the reins of power.   Many children appeared for 

our events as families expanded. 

The club embarked on a number of extended runs with weekend camping trips to Rathtrevor Park, an excursion to 

Kamloops to stay with Ken Finnigan, a tour to Lake Tahoe by way of Portland, two trips the Laguna Seca for the vintage races, 

weekends at Mount Washington and the GOF West at Whistler. 

We enjoyed slaloms and post-slalom barbeques and had a picnic with ‘Queen Elizabeth’ at Government House where the only 

person more surprised at her arrival than club members was the shocked Commissionaire at the entrance who furiously 

thumbed through his appointment book looking for dates of regal visits. 

Using any excuse for a meet, we celebrated Robbie Burns Day with our cars suitably decorated in tartan.   For the occasion, Jack 

Baker wore his beautifully hand-pleated kilt and a gorilla mask, as he answered the age-old question of what is worn under his 

kilt.  “When you get to my age, everything is worn to a nub!” 

Over the past decade the Anniversary Meet has become more casual and of shorter duration, as we discovered that few mem-

bers could sacrifice a whole weekend for club events.   At the same time the Christmas dinner has become a highlight of the 

year for members and our New Years Day Burn as the first event of the year has evolved into a parade of up to 40 cars.  

It is not unusual for the club to take over a complete pub for the New Years Day lunch.  The “Blizzard of ‘96” caused the only 

cancellation of this event. 

Presidents during this decade were:- 

 Derrick Sparks, Wayne Watkins, Roger Burgess, Neil Fawdry, Bob Hughes and Cam Russell. 

 

P O S S I B L E  I D E A  F O R  T H E  4 0 t h ! !  

 
Good News is being heard with the gradual letting go of restrictions for groups getting together. 

 
By August or September, if all continues to go well, we will be able to hold The VMGC '40th Anniversary Show and 

Shine Event' followed by dinner and awards presentations, at a local restaurant or pub. 
 

Did you know that a 40th Anniversary is also called the 'Ruby' Anniversary? Could that be the theme of our event? 
 

Have you contacted Derrick (events@victoriamgclub.ca) with 

your ideas and suggestions on how we can celebrate our 40th Anniversary?   Do let him know what 

would be of interest to you. 

 

Armande Morton 

Club Historian 

 

Memories of the Past - Part Two 
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Hi Ho, Hi Ho, That nasty Covid can Go. 

OR 

Celebration of the Inoculation 

 

     Sunday July 4, 2021  
 

   (NO we are not celebrating the US holiday, bring your July 1st Canadian flags) 

  Meet  at the Tim Hortons located at the Saanich Plaza near the Saanich Save on Foods at 

 11:30 to 11:45 

  Leave at 12, take a direct drive up the Malahat following the #1 

  At Kilmalu Rd turn right. The intersection is 1.5 km beyond Mill Bay                                                                

 (Car sales lot on the SE corner) 

  At Telegraph Rd turn left 

  Follow Telegraph Rd for 1.5 km. Enrico Wineries is on the left. 3280 Telegraph Rd, Mill Bay 

 Enter driveway, proceed past the buildings to the back and parking will be on the left in a   

 large grass field. 

 Line up in a nice orderly fashion, plenty of room for about  

 150 cars. 

 For those of you who will be coming from different directions or                                  

late for the convoy, we will see you at 1:00 pm at Enrico's. You can 

leave when you like, most will be gone by 5 pm I would think 

  

Food and drinks will be there to purchase, if you have dietary                           

concerns, bring your own. 

 

OH! and there will be WINE..........by the glass or bottle  

 Stu Moore and Derrick Sparks 
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UPCOMING EVENTS:    STILL TO BE CONFIRMED 

 

Over the next little while I will be sending out emails of drives which are still in the planning pro-

cess.  i.e.  Dates to be confirmed.   Venues to be confirmed, etc.     We hope that as many of you 

as possible will take advantage of the planned events.   Please do not forget you masks and the 

Covid-19 Protocol which we have become accustomed to.     

The following are Drives and Special Events that have been spoken about and are still in the 

planning stages. 

 

1. An invitation to  Gayle’s Shawnigan Lake Cabin.  Probably  in the first half of July . 

The club went to Gayle’s a couple of years ago and we had a wonderful afternoon.  

   

1. A circle tour, or a trip to Salt Spring Island.   If not this Summer, perhaps in the early fall.    

 

3. The Events team together with the Executive have been working hard on trying to secure a 

suitable venue for our 40th Anniversary.   Ideas are being worked on and various places have 

been contacted.   As soon as we have a venue secured, and a program put together, you will 

be advised.   

 

 

                                                                           Stu Moore and Derrick Sparks 

 

 

EVENTS  CONTINUED: ………………………..
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1.  4 Speed Synchro Transmission from a 1969 MGB for sale $150.   When removed from the “B” 
 it was in great working form. It was replaced with a tranny with overdrive, but was kept as a s
 pare just in case....  
 Contact   Stu at stu.m@shaw.ca or text/call 250-588-8682 

 

2. Parts required:  
 I am looking for a seat sled RH for 1973 MGB. Give me a call at 250-642-5995 if you have one  
 hanging around that you don't need anymore.  
 I am also looking for a steering wheel LH cover.  
 Ron Gulmans    metent@telus.net 

 

3. August 1978 MGB Roadster    Silver-grey with Black interior    

  Maintained to a very high standard by a specialist mechanic, this MGB is one of the very best on 
 offer. 

 The list of improvements is comprehensive. 

 The body work was stripped to bare metal and given a gorgeous silver-grey paint job. 

 The seats have been completely re-upholstered in black and new sound insulation and carpets 
 installed. 

 New seat belts and door panels were fitted along with new door mirrors. 

 5 new “MINATOR” mag wheels and new tires. 

  Mechanical Repairs include:   

 Twin carburettor conversion   /   Stainless steel exhaust  /   

 New brake booster, master cylinder and brake hoses  /  A new clutch and hydraulics were fitted 

 New alternator, battery and ignition switch  /  An uprated radiator fan was installed 

 Uprated front suspension bushings 

  This MG is a great drive and just needs a new home. 
 
   Contact:     

 Alan   at   250-586-3893  
 or  alanpetrie747@gmail.com       

 For Sale:  $16,750 

mailto:stu.m@shaw.ca
mailto:alanpetrie747@gmail.com
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Name:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

Spouse/Partner Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code____________________  

e-mail Address______________________________________________________ 

Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________  

Phone: _________________         Cell: ____________________   Cell: ____________________ 

Club Use Vehicle(s):   ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have an on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members.   It is meant for communication by 

Club Members only.   So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information 

for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal      

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________  

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter 
Ken & Lois Lockley , John Instone, Armande Morton, Malcolm Ives, Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore,  

Susan Chapple 
 
  

Always happy to oblige,  Stu is at the ready if you 

want to sign up and become a member!! 

New Memberships are always welcome! 

     The runs are happening!! 

            Keep well,  

                   Stay Safe. 

                          Stu  

     E:  membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

PAYING BY E-TRANSFER:          

      You now have this option.    

      E-Transfer your $25.00 directly to:     

           treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca        

We have auto deposit for the club account - no password required  

PAYING BY CHEQUE:   

$25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB  

         Please fill out the following form and mail it, together with your 

cheque to:  

VMGC,  c/o R. Cape, 3923 Onyx Place, Victoria.  BC  V8P 4T4 

Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form 

Once again, Welcome to all  the  

new members that have  

just joined and to those that  have 

renewed their memberships 

 If you are a new member or If your contact info has changed please send details (or changes) via email to Stu:    

membership@victoriamgclub.ca    Thanks a million.    (Follow the Application Form on this page.) 


