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In This Issue …..
It would seem that the year is just beginning to
come together—just like this Canada Goose that
I photographed near Salmon Beach.
He was
flying with his flock when they suddenly decided
to land. This guy had to make a quick decision.
…

EXECUTIVE
President
Malcom Ives
president@victoriamgclub.ca
Vice-President
Gail Adams
Secretary
Susan Chapple
secretary@victoriamgclub.ca

I was once in a small airplane with a friend who
explained that the quickest way to loose altitude
is to bank sharply, which allows you to descend
quickly—like the goose—all the while keeping
focused on where you are going. Many of us have had to do something similar
in our cars—not loosing altitude—but having to swerve or brake suddenly to
avoid an accident.
‘Man’ has certainly learnt a lot from nature—but quickly forgets how much he/
she owes to it’s teachings. We often have to make very important decisions in
our lives and all of us have had to ‘change course’ over the past year and a half.
Like the safe landing the Goose had, I am sure we will all ‘land safely’ soon.
Thank you, once again, to those that have contributed to the magazine.
Attached is a copy of the Scavenger Run up-island, that has been created by
Malcolm Baster. If you would like to do something different and take in some
of the great spots ‘North of the Malahat’, this can be a wonderful guide.
We also hope that you have taken advantage of the runs for the farmlands in
the Saanich and Metchosin Areas.

Treasurer
Russ Cape
treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca
Director of Events
Derrick Sparks
events@victoriamgclub.ca
Director of Motorsport
Dave Shepherd
motorsport@victoriamgclub.ca
Director of Membership
Stu Moore
membership@victoriamgclub.ca

- - - 000 - - Newsletter
Patricia Sparks
newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca
Webmaster
Marc Speed
webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca

Safe and Happy Motoring,
Patricia

Historian
Armande Morton

Extraction from the Societies Act Constitution of
THE VICTORIA MG CLUB”

The purpose of the society is:
1.

a) To promote the enjoyment of MG cars:
b) To encourage the preservation, maintenance and use of MG cars and:
c) To conduct gatherings of a sporting or social nature for enthusiasts of the MG marque
d) To encourage involvement of British and other marques in the Club

Annual Membership
Any person interested in MG automobiles may apply to become a member.
Ownership of an MG is not a prerequisite. Annual membership shall be considered single (1 vote)
or couple (1 vote each). Each annual membership my include family members up to the age of 19 years who will be nonvoting members. The membership year is effective Jan 1 through December 31 of each year. Dues paid by a new member
after October 1 of any year shall be effective for the remainder of that year and the full year following. Every member
must uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws.
Single Event Membership
Single Event Membership shall be open to anyone who, in the opinion of the person organizing a club event, is suitable to
participate in that event. The Executive Officers shall specifically authorize event organizers to accept single event memberships, which shall be valid for a period not exceeding 48 hours from the time established by the event organizer. Single
event members have no voting rights. A fee will be charged as established by the event organizer and the event organizer
may impose other conditions on the participation of the single event member as deemed appropriate for that event.

Cover Page:

- Canada Goose by Pat Sparks
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OCTAGON DEADLINE:
Submissions:
Cutoff - 15th of the Month
Ads: 2 month maximum unless
renewed.
NO PDF’s please - they are not
that easy to process as I don’t have
a PDF converter. You can use a
Word program or Photograph.

The Driver’s View!
for MAY 2021

Well it’s a beautiful sunny day, not much venturing out yet. I know that there seems to be a glimmer at
the end of the tunnel—I think.
Not much happening on the car front although in the classic cars they seem to be an upsurge in prices
and repair activities, hopefully if you have a classic car you are getting out to enjoy it rather than remembering repairs they needed when you put them away last year, so with that in mind try and get out
to drive those great cars this long weekend.
I see the US dollar is at a very low rate and supposed to be going down further. Great time to buy parts
from the US suppliers. Canadian suppliers usually base their pricing against the US dollar.
For my part this weekend I will be spending some time working on a kitchen renovation and find some
hanging baskets for around the place and some other plants for the garden and deck. Looks like a great
gardening weekend here, plus getting my ‘yet to be famous’ dog shampooed and clipped.
Not much to write about cars because there’s no shows or anything going on out there. However, lots
of stuff online for one to follow. YouTube videos, Car auctions and some updates on the latest cars out
there are very interesting.
One last note, if you
have interesting articles
that you’d like to share
regarding your own
cars, please pass them
on to Pat she’s always
looking for items to
publish in our magazine
Be Safe and Drive Safe
Malcolm
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SECRETARY’S NOTES
You will receive an email from Susan via Patricia Sparks. Our new system for joining the meeting, is ‘automatic’ .
When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting, “JUST CLICK ON THE BLUE LINK” and you are in! Nothing to it. Please remember to open
your video and microphone settings (if you have them on your device).
A passcode is also issued by Zoom, which you will probably not need, but have it handy just in case.

VICTORIA MG CLUB GENERAL MEETING MAY 10,
2021 Meeting held via Zoom

EVENTS
We will continue to hold runs as self guided for May
and June due to COVID
Perhaps we will be able to hold the New Year’s Burn
in July if restrictions are relaxed by then. We must
do our part to follow the rules.
This being our 40th anniversary, perhaps we could
do a run later this year if we are able to.

Meeting called to order 7:35 pm
Executive present:
Malcolm Ives, Gayle Adams, Susan Chapple, Russ
Cape, Stu Moore, Dave Shepherd, Derrick Sparks,
Patricia Sparks Including the executive there were
16 members present

NEWSLETTER
Patricia is always thankful for articles sent to her
TREASURER
North America MGB Registry (NAMGBR) has contacted about renewing our membership. Application sent to Stu to attend to.
Bank balance stands at $ 8140.64

We finished the meeting with the usual social conversations.

Meeting adjourned at 8:35 pm
SECRETARY
Nothing to report

VICE PRESIDENT
Gayle has not had any success in contacting the intended speaker to talk about appraisals. Perhaps he
will be able to attend, via Zoom, the June meeting.

NEXT

ZOOOOOM
MONDAY, JUNE 14 at 7:30 P.M.

MOTORSPORTS
Nothing to report

Meet and Greet: 7:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
The MEETING starts at: 7:30 p.m.

(The phones open by 7:15 pm)
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MEMORIES OF THE PAST by ARMANDE MORTON
Thinking ahead of celebrating the forthcoming 40th Anniversary of the Victoria MG Club (when all restrictions are over), here is a glimpse into the past with photos of the 10th Anniversary, in 1991.
The 20th and 30th Anniversary will be featured in June & July issue of the Octagon.
Many of the cars seen in these photos are still in the club with the same owners. Some cars have new
owners and some cars and owners are totally new to the our club.
We hope that this article will encourage you into thinking about how we all can celebrate our club's
40th Anniversary this year.
Contact our Events Director - Derrick Sparks and/or join in on the VMGC Zoom Meeting in June, with
your suggestions.
Armande Morton
VMGC Historian

Megan Stuart
Gord Jones Nick Tanner
Carol Stuart
Ian Stuart
Doris Tanner
Kirstin Stuart
Vic Chan,
Alan Fraser
Derrick Sparks
Ian Sparks

Jack Baker, Stacey Lindley

Philip Sumsion,
Jim Mills
Doug Passmore
Edna Sumsion
Maureen Mills,
Melizza Sztbel
Kim Passmore Armand Morton
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NEWSPAPER AND OTHER CLIPPINGS FROM THE
10th VMGC ANNIVERSARY MEET
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And - like every other Rally, the day
begins with the cars ‘Ready to Take
Off’, with their drivers rewarded at
the end with gifts, prizes and a meal.
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Our Latest Project!!
Dale’s Diesel truck, a borrowed trailer and Ian doing the driving, was the ticket to success in bringing this long-abandoned project, a ’62 MG Midget body
and everything else that was there, in pieces, home. Our thanks as well to
the family that had it for all the assistance they gave us. We now had the
project and they have tons more room in their garage.
Unfortunately the car ownership had never been transferred and the VIN
number and all paperwork was missing, which really frustrated the Executor. We just had to believe everything would work
out! After arriving home, I started to arrange the many boxes into some assemblance of order. While going through one of
the boxes of rusty nuts and bolts, I found an MG GAN plate. (Old style VIN number, issued by the MG Factory). Miracles do
happen.
We followed the ICBC instructions, photographing everything, stating what we knew and getting the paperwork notarized (This
took awhile!), then mailed it all off to ICBC. Within a week or of doing that, we had the paperwork back including the name and
address of the last known owner. Then, as per instructions, we sent off a registered letter to him.
What a surprise to find that the car he had sold more than 25 years ago, was still in his name! He completed the paperwork as
required by ICBC., which then allowed us to register the car in our names. An involved process, but what a relief for us. (By
the way, as it turns out, we discovered that we know his Father-in-Law - it’s a ‘small world after all’!)
The important lesson from this story:

- Our ICBC Insurance Agent advised that we were one of the lucky ones. Normally this type of process takes a long time, and
usually never runs smoothly. When you buy a vehicle and think that you will wait to ’do the paperwork’ until you have either
restored it, etc., don’t wait! Transfer it into your name with ICBC asap. The Transfer Papers state that you must Register the
vehicle within 10 days of purchasing it. You don’t have to purchase a Licence Plate, or Insurance, at this time if you don’t want
to. The mere fact that it is in your name and you have all the right paperwork, that is worth its weight in gold.
Derrick Sparks

1.

4 Speed Synchro Transmission from a 1969 MGB for sale $150. When removed from the “B” it was in
great working form. It was replaced with a tranny with overdrive, but was kept as a spare just incase....
Contact Stu at stu.m@shaw.ca or text/call 250-588-8682

2.

12’ X 20’ Shelter Logic Car Shelter with zip up door one end
In good condition
$220.00
Malcolm @ 250 360 7777

3.

Parts required:
I am looking for a seat sled RH for 1973 MGB. Give me a call at 250-642-5995 if you have one hanging around that
you don't need anymore.
I am also looking for a steering wheel LH cover.
Ron Gulmans metent@telus.net
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The Corvid Friendly Runs for May and June
(and an opportunity to support your local farmers)
(If you do not have the Map/Farms/Route please contact Derrick)
The months of May and June are undoubtedly the best time the year for us to
enjoy our cars and for those of us who are lucky enough not to have a tin roof
above our heads, even better still!
The farms and market stands are featuring the spring produce together with
lots of items to chose from. By the time you are done why not quench your
thirst at the Sea Cider Farm or The Roost.
Stu has set out a really good route with some farms that he has chosen along
the way. Hopefully you will be able to get to, and enjoy, the ambience of these
stops. There will also be full page ‘maps’ attached to the instructions.
Also, to assist you, if you like, here is a (cut and paste) link to a website that will
tell you a little bit about the farm. https://islandfarmfresh.com/farm-category/
vegetables/?filters[view-type For ‘What’s in Season’ click on the Menu Button.
Plus—we also now have the up-island run from Malcom Baster. Lots to do!!
And lastly, don’t forget to take some pictures for the Octagon.
Enjoy your drive and remember, Corvid rules still apply.
Derrick and Stu

Next Zoom Meeting, June 14, 2021

- Meet & Greet /7:15 Meeting /7:30 pm
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PAYING BY E-TRANSFER:
You now have this option.
E-Transfer your $25.00 directly to:
treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca
We have auto deposit for the club account - no password required

PAYING BY CHEQUE:
$25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB
Please fill out the following form and mail it, together with your
cheque to:
VMGC, c/o R. Cape, 3923 Onyx Place, Victoria. BC V8P 4T4

If you are a new member or If your contact info has changed please send details (or changes) via email to Stu:
membership@victoriamgclub.ca Thanks a million. (Follow the Application Form on this page.)

Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form

Name:

_____________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner Name: ___________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
Postal Code____________________
e-mail Address______________________________________________________
Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________
Phone: _________________

Cell: ____________________ Cell: ____________________

Club Use Vehicle(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We have an on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members. It is meant for communication by
Club Members only. So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information
for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________

Always happy to oblige, Stu is at the ready if you
want to sign up and become a member!!
New Memberships are always welcome!

Thank you to all the

new members that have

The runs are happening!!

Keep well,

just joined and to those that have

Stay Safe.
Stu

renewed their memberships
E: membership@victoriamgclub.ca

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter
Ken & Lois Lockley , Armande Morton, Malcolm Ives, Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore, Susan Chapple

IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFO HAS CHANGED—PLEASE CONTACT STU
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