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NEXT ZOOM MEETING 

WILL BE HELD 

MAY 10, 2021 & 7:30 pm 

 

There is   

 NOTHING    

    quite like  

        FRESH     

             FARM  

          PRODUCE 
 

 Our next two runs will 

feature our Local farms 
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 This month we have the second part of an article by Steve Blake on Andrew Smith 
who is an expert on car bodywork.   

 Stu Moore mailed out the membership cards last month.   IF you did not get yours, 
please contact Stu (Membership) and he will remedy the issue.   

 Another interesting project from Ken  -  see Page 5 

 Hope you enjoyed the Scavenger Hunt.  Pics on Pages 6, 7 

 Wants, For Sale, Interesting ‘Links” and Missing Pieces   

 
When driving around, either to do a spot of shopping, or using our small motorhome to 
go to the beach areas or other interesting places to use our photographic skills, Derrick 
and I see many MG,s and other sports cars on the road.   Mostly with top down and one 
or two smiling faces enjoying the ride.   No doubt about it, the ride is great!.  Nothing 
quite like getting out there in the sunshine, the wind blowing through your hair and the 
purring of the engine (sorry Jaguar), under the hood.    

We too have been enjoying our MGB and Dale, who has our MGTD in storage for us, has 
been exercising it’s legs around the Metchosin area—even when he should have had an 
umbrella, but was fortunate enough to find an overhang  at the corner store to hide 
beneath. 

I hope you enjoy this issue, which is finally complete.  I have changed the deadline back 
to the 15th of the month. That seems the most logical choice.   
  

    Take care, see you on the road,  Patricia. 

 In This Issue  ….. EXECUTIVE  
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webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca 

 
Historian 

Armande Morton 

 

OCTAGON DEADLINE: 

Submissions:  

Cutoff  -  15th of the Month 

Ads:  2 month maximum unless 

renewed. 

If sending copyright info, I must 

first obtain permission to use it, so 

it may or may not be printed im-

mediately. 

 

Extraction from the Societies Act Constitution of       “ 

THE VICTORIA MG CLUB” 

 

            T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  s o c i e t y  i s :  

1. a) To promote the enjoyment of MG cars:    

 b) To encourage the preservation, maintenance and use of MG cars and:    

 c) To conduct gatherings of a sporting or social nature for enthusiasts of the MG marque 

 d) To encourage involvement of British and other marques in the Club 

  
Annual Membership 
Any person interested in MG automobiles may apply to become a member.    
Ownership of an MG is not a prerequisite.  Annual membership shall be considered single (1 vote) 
or couple (1 vote each). Each annual membership my include family members up to the age of 19 years 
who will be non-voting members.  The membership year is effective Jan 1 through December 31 of each 
year.  Dues paid by a new member after October 1 of any year shall be effective for the remainder of that 
year and the full year following.   Every member must uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws. 
 
Single Event Membership 
Single Event Membership shall be open to anyone who, in the opinion of the person organizing a club event, 
is suitable to participate in that event. The Executive Officers shall specifically authorize event organizers 
to accept single event memberships, which shall be valid for a period not exceeding 48 hours from the time 
established by the event organizer. Single event members have no voting rights. A fee will be charged as 
established by the event organizer and the event organizer may impose other conditions on the participa-
tion of the single event member as deemed appropriate for that event.  

Cover Page:    -  Farm Fields    (photo: P.Sparks) 
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The Driver’s View! 

for  April 2021 

 
 
Our Editor, Pat, suggested that I write something about M.G’s, what a concept! seeing we are called Victo-
ria MG club! 
 
It got me thinking about the MG’s that I have owned over the years, first was a fully restored TC Red with 
black fenders.  Sadly all the money was spent on things that you could see, the brake drums all nicely paint-
ed drums but inside brake shoes that were on the rivets, the previous owner, on a trip in the rain after he 
had got the car back from the paint shop, slid it into the back of a double decker bus, which scared the 
heck out of him and he sold it to me for 20 pounds!! (about $100.00 back in the day 1960?) a little bit of 
labour, new shoes and rivets and it was as good as new. Ever since I always advise mechanicals first then 
beautification! 
 
Then came a ZA Magnette a vast improvement from a Standard 14 or the Standard Vanguard, the ZA Mag-
nette was a sporty little sedan and fun to drive as I remember. 
 
Then there was the ubiquitous MGA’s  (two of them in my past) along with two MGB’s both practical, pre-
dictable cars but somehow not like the T.C. as it seemed to me to be more fun to drive, not very fast, but 
fast enough indeed given the design.  So from Cecil Kimber to today MG Cars have a varied history well 
worth researching on line, (headline in 2019)  “Iconic brand MG to reboot with an all-electric SUV now on 
sale in the UK”.  And it all started with Cecil Kimber building his own car.  Amazing stories in the evolution 
of automobiles. 
 
So what ever car you have, think about how 
that marque started and I’m sure you will be 
able to dig up some facts that make an inter-
esting story. (Even Tesla!! has a great story). 
Please pass them on to Pat our editor to 
share with other members. 
 
 We are all of course restricted in our move-
ments a bit,  but be sure to get out and 
about,  “be safe” and enjoy our great cars! 

  Malcolm 

P.S. If you have any interesting car stories please send 
them on to Pat who is always trying to find articles but 
she needs your help to make that happen. 

                       Photo: D. parks, from the  Hamish Collection at  The Roost 
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You will receive an email from Susan via Patricia Sparks.   Our new system for joining the meeting, is ‘automatic’ .   

When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting,  “JUST CLICK ON THE BLUE LINK” and you are in!     Nothing to it.   Please remember to open 

your video and microphone settings (if you have them on your device).        

A passcode is also issued by Zoom, which you will probably not need, but have it handy just in case.   

SECRETARY’S NOTES 

VICTORIA MG CLUB MEETING APRIL 12, 2021 

Meeting held via Zoom 

 

Meeting called to order 8:20 

Executive present Malcolm Ives, Gayle Adams, Russ Cape, Su-

san Chapple Stu Moore, Dave Shepherd, Derrick Sparks, Pat 

Sparks. 

Including the executive there were12 members present. 

 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Nothing to report 

SECRETARY 

Nothing to report 

 

TREASURER 

Bank balance stands at $8252. 

Russ and Gayle will look into Web Site hosting as there is a 

feeling that we are spending too much in this area. 

 

NEWSLETTER 

Pat said that articles are coming in but she is always looking 

for more articles. 

 

EVENTS 

Derrick and Stu have runs planned. Because of health regula-

tions we are not able to meet as a group to go on runs. May 

and June we will do self guided drives. Possibly we will be able 

to have the New Year Burn on July 1. 

 

 

MOTOR SPORT 

Western Speedway will remain as a speedway until fall of  

2022. Dave is looking for another track to be developed and 

carry on motor sports. 

 

MEMBERSHIP 

Stu has mailed 2021 membership cards to all paid members. 

Membership stands at 54. Stu has contacted some former 

members who have not renewed, some have sold their cars 

and are not interested anymore. 

 

Wants and For Sales should be sent to Pat Sparks for inclusion 

in the Octagon. 

 

Meeting adjourned 8:45 

NEXT 

ZOOOOOM     

        MONDAY, MAY 10 at  7:30 P.M.  

Meet and Greet:   7:15 p.m.  - 7:30 p.m. 

The MEETING starts at:   7:30 p.m. 
 

          (The phones open by 7:15 pm) 
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THE ‘PEAKS’ SCAVENGER HUNT Questions and Photos 
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Scavenger Hunt cont:….. 

 

View  looking West toward Victoria 

City and Harbour entrance        

At the top of Mnt. Tolmie, show-

ing the sign Historical Board. 

 

Compass situated at the very 

top of Mnt. Tolmie.  (Up the 

steps which are across the 

road from the view parking 

lot). 

Mnt Douglas is: 

   Distance:  4 km away 

   Compass: point at 340 deg. 

Photo:  P. Sparks 

Photo:  Ken Lockley 

Photo:  Ken Lockley 
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A wonderful modern miracle !   
THE BLESSING OF ABRAHAM 

Sixty thousand Jews lived in Thessaloniki, Greece on the eve of the outbreak of World War II - A living 
and vibrant Jewish community. Most of the porters in the port of Thessaloniki were Jews. The port of 
Thessaloniki was even closed on Saturday.  Great rabbis lived there as well. 

The Nazi terror brutally rose against this community.  Adolf Hitler took Greece by storm to secure his 
southern wing before launching Operation Barbarossa and the Nazi offensive against Russia. Out of 
60,000 Thessaloniki Jews, about 50,000 were exterminated in Birkenau in a very short time.  Few sur-
vived. 

Among the survivors was the Bourla family. 

After the war in 1961 a son was born to the Bourla family. And they named him Israel - Abraham. 
(Albert). 

Albert grew up and studied veterinary medicine. He received his doctorate in reproductive biotech-
nology from the Aristotle University of Salonika Veterinary School.  At the age of 34 he moved to the 
United States.  He married a Jewish woman named Miriam and had two children. 

In the United States, Bourla was integrated into the medical industry. He progressed very quickly and 
joined the Pfizer company where he became 'Head of Global Vaccines'.  From there, he soon became 
the CEO of Pfizer in 2019. 

Throughout the past year, Dr. Bourla led the company's efforts to find a vaccine for the new corona-
virus in a super effort.  The vaccine that will save the lives of millions of people around the world was 
led and pushed by a Jew – the son of Holocaust survivors.  From Thessaloniki. 

His vaccine will also reach Germany, where thousands have died from Covid-19, and the vaccine will 
also save lives there. 

And this is why Israel is becoming the first country to receive the vaccine. In memory of Albert’s 
grandparents. 

To cap this incredible story, Pfizer executives, including its CEO Albert Bourla, won't "cut the line" to 
get a COVID-19 vaccine, Bourla told CNBC on Monday, saying “I'm 59 years old, in good health, I'm 
not working on the frontline, so my type it is not recommended to get vaccination now." 

He is waiting his turn ... in order to save as many other people whose lives are in greater jeopardy. 

What a Mensch! 

Stay Well  -  Stay Safe! 

I saw this article somewhere, I cannot remember where—perhaps on Facebook.    I know we are not all 

Jewish, or Christian, or Athiest or one of the multitude of religions in this wonderful world of ours.   But this 

story is one that goes around. and around. and around.  But I thought that the irony of the story is pro-

found.         Ed. Patricia 
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Last month we learned that Victoria's Andrew Smith worked for 22 1/2 years in the tin shop at the Morgan Motor 
Company factory in Malvern Link. Andrew apprenticed at the factory and became a "panel beater". While that term is 
seldom used here because most people working in the trade are "parts replacers" or welders and "bondo fillers". A 
tradesman who can use an English wheel and other tools to form, shape and create body panels are few and far be-
tween. The term "panel beater" may sound a little crude, but it is a respected term in the trade that stands for some-
body with superior skills. 

 

Andrew spent his first five years as an apprentice while he learned gas and TIG welding, structural drawings, metal 
shaping, and basically learning everything you needed to turn a flat piece of metal into a shaped panel for a Morgan 
automobile. Morgans are coach-built sports cars and the term coachbuilder could be applied to Andrew. 

 

I mentioned to Andrew about a bonnet I saw at the factory that had louveres going 
every which way. He told me if somebody messed up by putting a panel for a bon-
net through the rollers the wrong way, that piece would be no good. They would 
always have half a dozen of these on hand. Then when you first start on a new 
bonnet, you would first test on one of these to line up your louveres. They had a 
pattern to work with but if the bonnet was slightly off at the back end, closest to 
the windshield, the pattern is used only up to the last 4 or 5 louvres. Then you 
would move each of the last louvres slightly so the last one would line up with the 

back edge of the bonnet. Depending on 
who made the body and how the swage 
line measured up, that would determine 
the final shape of the bonnet. This is 
why one bonnet would not necessarily 
fit perfectly on a different car. They had 
to tune up the bonnet, "chase" the edg-
es back, before they could put the final 
edge on the back end of the bonnet. (A 
chaser is like a chisel but only flatter.) 

 

Andrew worked on everything on the car that was made from metal sheet. He worked on all cars from 1990 to 2012. 
This included all of the 4/4s, Plus 4s, Plus 8s, Aero 8s, and the Aeromax. He made all the panels for the 2nd, 3rd, and 
4th Aero 8s. Andrew made all the bodies and wings for the Aeromaxs in 2012. When Andrew was still an apprentice, 
he went to the repair shop with his foreman and they worked on the racing car called, "Big Blue." They fitted the 
wings on it. This car was basically a Plus 8 with a large rear wing and a front-end clip that would come off so you could 
easily get to the engine. They had to fit everything so it would go together properly. He made different battery boxes, 

changed up things on the bulkhead, make 
changes to the valances where the wings sat, 
and because it had different electronics and fuel 
injection, he had to make many adjustments 
under the bonnet so it would all fit. 

 

(Big Blue to the Left) 

ANDREW SMITH  -  A MORGAN METAL CRAFTSMAN  -  Part 2 

By Steve Blake 

                            The Morgan Link                                                                             March 20 21  
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I asked Andrew if he would have worked on my 1991 Plus 8. He said he would have probably done something on 
it. He did some of the smaller pieces because he was an apprentice at that time. You start out making the num-
ber plate panels that go on the back, the steering box covers, bulkhead parts, aluminum plate the fuel injector 
sits on, and the aluminum plate with a couple B-rolls and an X across it that goes behind the seats. Andrew stated 
making those pieces was one of the first jobs he did when he started. 

 

Pat Leask asked if Andrew signed his name to any of the pieces. Andrew explained that they each had a number 
that they would stamp onto the completed pieces. Andrew's number was 89 so if you find an 89 stamped on a 
piece on a Morgan built between 1990 and 2005, Andrew would have made it. From 2005-2012, Andrew's num-
ber changed to 87. Have a look at your car!   

 

While thinking about the numbers, I related to Andrew 
and Pat a story I heard when I was in Nanjing, China. The 
city is surrounded by a wall and ramparts made of clay 
bricks. Every brick had a stamp with the symbol standing 
for the man who made the brick. If the wall were to fail 
because the bricks were inferior, the brick maker would 
be found and executed. Andrew said that Morgan didn't 
execute us if things went wrong! At least he didn't think 
so! He says he must have been okay because he didn't 
get executed! We all had a good laugh about that and 
then Andrew explained that the numbers were partly for 
tracing back if something went wrong. You could keep an 
eye on the issue or if the person making the piece had 
just started they could be re-trained. The number stamp 
system helped with Morgan's quality control. 

 

I asked Andrew if the front wings were the hardest things to make. He said that by the time he left, they didn't do 
a lot on the front wings. The wings were brought in. Mostly, they just welded on the headlight pods and formed 
the ends of the wings. The Aero 8 was the first car to have the stamped wings. Andrew made the first wings for 
the Aero 8s back in 2000. It was a couple years later when they started to bring the wings in from Superform. A 
couple years after that, they brought in Superform wings for all the cars. Prior to that, they wings were made in 
Manchester at a place called Classic Sheet Metal. This was done so things could be speeded up on the production 

line. They wanted to get the wings made out 
because they were labour intensive.  

 

Andrew made the wings for the Plus 8 and the 
Aero 8. Superform used a laser light to take 
the measurements off the wings Andrew 
made and then made the presses to that 
shape. There were still some times when the 
factory still made wings by hand, but most of 
the time, the wings were always brought in.  

 
(Left: New Wings)                         (Steve Blake Photos) 

                            The Morgan Link                                                                             March 20 21  
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1. 4 Speed Synchro Transmission from a 1969 MGB for sale $150. When removed from the “B” it was in great 
 working form. It was replaced with a tranny with overdrive, but was kept as a spare just incase....  
 Contact   Stu at stu.m@shaw.ca or text/call 250-588-8682 
 
2. 12’ X 20’  Shelter Logic Car Shelter with zip up door one end 
 In good condition 
 $220.00  
 Malcolm @ 250 360 7777 
 

Link: 
 

 From John Instone:    Link to    Tokyo Coffee and Cars:  The British Edition 
 

 http://www.speedhunters.com/2021/04/tokyo-coffee-and-cars-the-british-edition/  
 

 A truly remarkable showing of gorgeous cars, some are pampered and only get to go out for good behaviour, 
 others are driven.   All are beautiful.    Enjoy! 

                                 

 

 
 

Missing Pieces:  
Stories from Members  ….. 

 

THE OCTAGON needs you to ‘fill in the gaps”.   

PLEASE SEND me something (big or small) that you can share with others.   PERHAPS YOUR creative juices have been 

working overtime and you have a project or event that you can share  -  it does not have to be car-related.    
 

The Submission Deadline is now back to the 15th— Please Don’t Wait for the deadline.  

 

‘Car issues”  ……. 

Roadtrips …... 

Does anyone know 

where the door went? 

mailto:stu.m@shaw.ca
http://www.speedhunters.com/2021/04/tokyo-coffee-and-cars-the-british-edition/
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Next Zoom Meeting, May 10, 2021     -    Meet & Greet /7:15    Meeting /7:30 pm 

 

The Corvid Friendly Runs for May and June 

(and an opportunity to support your local farmers) 

 

The months of May and June are undoubtedly the best time the year for us to 

enjoy our cars and for those of us who are lucky enough not to have a tin roof 

above our heads, even better still! 

The farms and market stands are featuring the spring produce together with 

lots of items to chose from.   By the time you are done why not quench your 

thirst at the Sea Cider Farm or The Roost. 

Stu has set out a really good route with some farms that he has chosen along 

the way.   Hopefully you will be able to get to, and enjoy, the ambience of these 

stops.   There will also be full page ‘maps’ attached to the instructions. 

Also, to assist you, if you like, here is a (cut and paste) link to a website that will 

tell you a little bit about the farm. https://islandfarmfresh.com/farm-category/

vegetables/?filters[view-type    For ‘What’s in Season’ click on the Menu Button.   

And lastly, don’t forget to take some pictures for the Octagon. 

Enjoy your drive and remember, Corvid rules still apply.                         

 

        Derrick and Stu. 
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Name:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

Spouse/Partner Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code____________________  

e-mail Address______________________________________________________ 

Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________  

Phone: _________________         Cell: ____________________   Cell: ____________________ 

Club Use Vehicle(s):   ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have an on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members.   It is meant for communication by 

Club Members only.   So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information 

for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal      

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________  

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter 
Ken & Lois Lockley,  Steve Blake, John Instone, Malcolm Ives, Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore, Susan Chapple 

All that sent photo’s from the Scavenger Hunt Run 
  

IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFO  HAS CHANGED—PLEASE CONTACT STU 

Always happy to oblige,  Stu is at the ready if you 

want to sign up and become a member!! 

New Memberships are always welcome! 

     The runs are happening!! 

            Keep well,  

                   Stay Safe. 

                          Stu  

     E:  membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

NEW!!!   PAYING BY E-TRANSFER:   You now have this option.   

You can E-Transfer your $25.00 directly from your bank account to:     

           treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca        

We have auto deposit for the club account - no password required  

PAYING BY CHEQUE:   

$25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB  

         Please fill out the following form and mail it, together with your 

cheque to:  

VMGC,  c/o R. Cape, 3923 Onyx Place, Victoria.  BC  V8P 4T4 

Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form 

Thank you to all  the  

new members that have  

just joined and to those that  have 

renewed their memberships 

 If you are a new member or If your contact info has changed please send details (or changes) via email to Stu:    

membership@victoriamgclub.ca    Thanks a million.    (Follow the Application Form on this page.) 


