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EXECUTIVE

In This Issue …..

President
Malcom Ives
president@victoriamgclub.ca



This month we have the first part of an article by Steve Blake on Andrew Smith
who is an expert on car bodywork.



Stu has been sending out the membership cards, they look great. Thank you to all
that have rejoined and welcome to new members in our club.



Did anyone try making an MG Logo? (See Feb.Issue)



Another interesting project from Ken - see Page 8



Hope you enjoyed the Scavenger Hunt. Pics on Pages 5-7.

Vice-President
Gail Adams
Secretary
Susan Chapple
secretary@victoriamgclub.ca
Treasurer
Russ Cape
treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca

I have been getting magazines from various clubs and every one is looking forward to
getting back to having regular club activities and runs. Patience is the most important
thing. It would be ludicrous for us, or any club, to ‘open up the doors’ so to speak
and, heaven forbid, we end up with an outbreak linked to our activities. So please be
patient and we will be ‘on the road ‘ again sooner than later.
In the meantime - send me something to share with others, share your stories of what
you have been doing in your garage, or if you have taken a trip that you can share,
please send the story along. This is your magazine and I would love to hear from you.
Patricia, Editor

Director of Events
Derrick Sparks
events@victoriamgclub.ca
Director of Motorsport
Dave Shepherd
motorsport@victoriamgclub.ca
Director of Membership
Stu Moore
membership@victoriamgclub.ca

- - - 000 - - -

Extraction from the Societies Act Constitution of
THE VICTORIA MG CLUB”

Newsletter
Patricia Sparks
newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca

“

The purpose of the society is:
1.

a) To promote the enjoyment of MG cars:
b) To encourage the preservation, maintenance and use of MG cars and:
c) To conduct gatherings of a sporting or social nature for enthusiasts of the MG marque
d) To encourage involvement of British and other marques in the Club

Webmaster
Marc Speed
webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca
Historian
Armande Morton

Annual Membership
Any person interested in MG automobiles may apply to become a member.
Ownership of an MG is not a prerequisite. Annual membership shall be considered single (1 vote)
or couple (1 vote each). Each annual membership my include family members up to the age of 19 years
who will be non-voting members. The membership year is effective Jan 1 through December 31 of each
year. Dues paid by a new member after October 1 of any year shall be effective for the remainder of that
year and the full year following. Every member must uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws.
Single Event Membership
Single Event Membership shall be open to anyone who, in the opinion of the person organizing a club
event, is suitable to participate in that event. The Executive Officers shall specifically authorize event organizers to accept single event memberships, which shall be valid for a period not exceeding 48 hours from
the time established by the event organizer. Single event members have no voting rights. A fee will be
charged as established by the event organizer and the event organizer may impose other conditions on the
participation of the single event member as deemed appropriate for that event.

Cover Page: My postcard which had been reproduced by kind permission of the British Motor Industry Heritage Trust
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OCTAGON DEADLINE:
Submissions:
Cutoff: 20th of the Month
Ads: 2 month maximum unless
renewed.
If sending copyright info, I must
first obtain permission to use it, so
it may or may not be printed im-

The Driver’s View!
for March 2021

Well the AGM meeting was a success thanks to Jim Mills who did the formal part of it. All of last
years Executive team agreed to return if necessary, as there were no other volunteers. All of last
years team are staying on. So big thanks to them all.
Going forward into the new club yr. and with perhaps vaccinations complete re: Covid 19, we
may be able to resume activities soon. We are ready to go when the all clear is given! Some
things will not be available, but other new ones will fall into place.
Be Safe, Be Kind, check in with other members family and friends during this isolation period.
Stay tuned into these emails for news of events.
On a ‘non car’ subject
When I was looking looking on google for a fast culinary treat, I came across “Microwave Pud in a
mug” ! (I would have copied a recipe but was not sure about copy write rules).
But if you look it up, cooking time is about 1.45min on high, prep time about 3 min ,and a single
upside down pineapple cake could be yours or a raisin pudding, or what ever within 5 minutes.
Cleanup is the mug - no other dishes needed. There are about 60 of these recipes on line that
I’ve found so far.

One caveat, they are additive so some restraint may be needed ??
p.s. I looked the recipe up online and found that if you type in ‘Fast culinary treat’—you
get a lot of sales adverts to buy cook books, purchase food, etc. However, when I typed
in “Microwave Pud in a Mug”, I was presented with many different recipes under various
headings. Enjoy! Ed.

Photo: D. Sparks
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SECRETARY’S NOTES
You will receive an email from Susan via Patricia Sparks. Our new system for joining the meeting, is ‘automatic’ .
When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting, “JUST CLICK ON THE BLUE LINK” and you are in! Nothing to it. Please remember to open
your video and microphone settings (if you have them on your device).
A passcode is also issued by Zoom, which you will probably not need, but have it handy just in case. It is a good idea to join the meeting about 5 minutes before it

VICTORIA MG CLUB MEETING FEBRUARY 8, 2021

Meeting called to order 7:35 pm

EVENTS

Executive present
Malcolm Ives, Gayle Adams, Russ Cape, Susan Chapple,
Stu Moore, Dave Shepherd, Derrick Sparks

Derrick Sparks reported that over 12 months there have
been 9 events. Some of those have been self guided because of health recommendations for COVID19.
MOTORSPORTS

Also present:
Newsletter Editor & Communications: Patricia Sparks
Historian: Armande Morton

Dave Shepherd reported there had been a slalom combined with the Jaguar club. Dave and Jaguar club are
continuing to investigate possible venues for future slaloms.

Including the executive 17 members were present.

After all reports, the AGM adjourned at 8:10 pm

The AGM portion of the meeting was opened with election of officers.

Regular meeting continued:

All current executive members are willing to let their
names stand for 2021.

Pat Sparks suggested the Victoria MG Club create a
group Facebook page. This will be discussed further at
the April executive meeting

Jim Mills facilitated election of officers, calling for nominations for all positions. There being no further nominations, the current executive were declared elected.
AGM FINANCIAL REPORT

Wants and For Sales should be sent to Pat Sparks for
inclusion in the April Octagon.

Treasurer, Russ Cape presented the financial report. The
report has also been sent by email

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 pm

to all paid members of the club. Russ Cape then moved
that his report be accepted as presented. Dave Shepherd seconded, all in favour, passed.

NEXT

ZOOOOOM

MEMBERSHIP AGM REPORT
Stu Moore reported that 2020 ended the year with 65
members, 61 paid and 4 honourary members. Follow up
with non renewed members, some said they are not
returning, some had sold their cars. Some said they will
come back maybe July or August, waiting to see what
happens over the year.

MONDAY, APRIL 12th at 7:30 P.M.
Meet and Greet: 7:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
The MEETING starts at: 7:30 p.m.
(The phones open by 7:15 pm)
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THE WESTERN COMMUNITIES SCAVENGER HUNT—IN PICTURES!
Thank you to Glen who has sent in the photos of the
Scavenger Hunt, which I know many of you went on.
Glen chose a wonderful day, with started off with
bright blue skies, which really help to enhance the
lovely photos.

MG proudly parked at the Castle

Two Lions at the base of the stair pathway

The Fort was active from 1878-1956 for the Anglo-Russian Crisis of 1878.
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Scavenger Hunt cont:…..

Kingfisher

Hummingbird

Oyster Catcher

The wonderful visit to the Royal Roads Gardens and grounds completed ,
and then a lovely walk on the beach to look at some of the driftwwod artwork creations, it was time again to hop into the MG and move along to
the Royal Bay beach.
Here we find the Royal Beach name made from Driftwood and to top it off
an Elephant and her baby calf .

Tsunami Warnings on sign

An Elephant and her Baby Calf .

‘Royal Beach’ name made from Driftwood
(looking terrific with the added feature!!!)
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Scavenger Hunt cont:……….
Tower Point Park – Head to Duke Road and
drive thru to Olympic View Road, find a small
parking lot on the left.
Easy walk with well-groomed paths leading to
a rocky beach

This avenue of Lombardy Poplars was
planted by Mr. Henry C. Helgesen around
1903 on the approach to his new
“Sherwood” home.

The Old Metchosin School House

The ‘house’ is under repairs at the
moment, but it is still there and
thanks tp Covid-19, the perfect opportunity to do the renovation.
The school classes began in 1872 with
regular classes held ‘til 1914. Then
reopened again in 1942, finally closing its doors in 1949. Mrs. Elizabeth
Fisher began teaching with 7 girls and
3 boys in attendance.
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Thank you to Ken, for another great project!
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Andrew Smith - A Morgan Metal Craftsman - Part 1
By Steve Blake
Pat Leask introduced me to Andrew Smith while they were doing some work together. Andrew, who now
lives in Victoria, worked for Morgan Motor Company for 22 years in the sheet metal shop. He left high school
when he was 16 after hearing a lady from Morgan explaining, on a career day, some jobs that were available
at Morgan Motor Company. Andrew liked the sound of it and chose to interview with Morgan after which he
began a five-year apprenticeship in the metal shop. During that time, he would spend one day a week at a
college in Birmingham doing course work and then learning practical skills at Morgan.

I asked Andrew if he could be described as a "panel-beater", and he said that is essentially the job for which
he trained. It is meant in a complimentary
way to describe those crafts people who
learned how to use the English Wheel and
other tools to shape and mold flat pieces
of steel or aluminum alloy into the sensuous arcs and curves that become a Morgan automobile. The job of the panelbeater could better be described as metal
shaping or coach building.

Andrew working at Morgan Motor Company

Andrew explained that he got restless
when assigned to just one job for too
long. His foreman was the current Managing Director, Steve Morris, who obviously
understood what a talented employee he
had. Andrew was allowed to work in all
areas of sheet metal work from originally
making flat panels to later shaping different parts with unique curves. Through his
time at Morgan, Andrew worked on all
parts of the cars. If you have a Morgan
built between 1990 and 2012, Andrew
most likely put some work into your car.
Check your car's panels and if you have a
number 89 stamped on it, then it was indeed made by Andrew. After 2005, when
there were a lot of retirements and new
people hired, the number system was updated and Andrew's became 87.
(Andrew Smith Photos)
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Andrew and his wife, Kellie, first came to Canada in
2002. Andrew had attended a motorcycle show in
Birmingham where he won a tour around Australia.
The tour company went broke before they were able
to take the tour but they were offered a different one
in British Columbia. Andrew and Kellie toured the
province and when they were sitting on a beach in
Kaslo, Kellie said she could see herself living here.
Since they were already considering moving, possibly
to Australia where his brother was about to emigrate,
they decided British Columbia, Canada, would be
their next home.

Kaslo. B.C.

Andrew noticed that Jim Walters had worked on
some Morgans, as noted on his website, so he contacted Jim to inquire about work. Jim met with Andrew when he traveled to England for the 100th Anniversary of Rolls-Royce. Jim was the custodian of Jim
Pattison's Rolls-Royce that had famously belonged to
the Beatles. This car was shipped to the UK for the
anniversary celebrations and Jim was charged with
looking after it.
Unfortunately, between that time and Andrew's secJohn Lennon’s 1965 Rolls-Royce Phantom V Limousine
ond trip to BC in 2005, a disastrous fire burned down
Jim's barn containing his shop and several valuable cars. Andrew lost the opportunity to work with Jim but they decided to
still come to BC. Only now, Andrew and Kelly had to do it on
their own without sponsorship. Finally, by 2012, the paperwork
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Andrew landed a job with Coachwerks and stayed
with them for 5 1/2 years. This gave him a chance
to work on a variety of cars including Mercedes
Benz Gullwings for Rudi Koniczeck. In 2017, Andrew and Rick, decided to go out on their own
and started up a restoration shop called AR Auto
Resurrection. Andrew's partner, Rick, along with
Mike and Carlos started Coachwerks. Rick had
worked for Rudi and introduced him to
Coachwerks. With that connection, Coachwerks
received jobs from Rudi to work on Mercedes
Benz Gullwings along with other exotic cars. AR
Resurrections stands for Andrew and Rick. They
are a shop specializing in bespoke body and paintwork including handmade panels, if required, by a
Morgan trained craftsman. Andrew and Rick now work on a variety of cars from Jaguars and Sunbeam Tigers
to hot rods and Chevy's. Of course, it is always a special time when Andrew gets to work on a Morgan!
Next month, Andrew will tell us more about
working at the Morgan Motor Company factory
and later he will tell us more about some current jobs he is doing, restoring or “resurrecting”
Morgans and a variety of other automobiles.

Article from The Morgan Link, February 2021 Issue
Thank you to Steve Blake for giving permission to reprint.
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Andrew at AR Auto ResurrecGon
250-516-1684
ARautoresurrecGon@gmail.com

APRIL SCAVENGER HUNT

The Upcoming April Scavenger Hunt will take place in the
Rural Saanich Area.
Unfortunately, due to our busyness this past month, what with going
up-island and also over to the Fraser Valley area on a family matter,
we have not yet been able to ‘run the course’. However, it will get to
you, hopefully by the beginning of April.

Do try and get out on the run—soon we will be able to do a run together, and maybe even be able to check out a garage or two. But
we shall wait and see!!

Thank you to all who went on the run in March - Hope you enjoyed
it.

Derrick and Stu

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO COULD BE A
GUEST SPEAKER AT ONE OF OUR ZOOM MEETINGS, PLEASE CONTACT MALCOLM WITH THE
DETAILS Thanks!
president@victoriamgclub.ca

Next Zoom Meeting, Mar 8, 2021 Greet & 7:15/Meeting 7:30 pm
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NEW!!!

PAYING BY CHEQUE:
$25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB
Please fill out the following form and mail it, together with your
cheque to:
VMGC, c/o R. Cape, 3923 Onyx Place, Victoria. BC V8P 4T4

PAYING BY E-TRANSFER: You now have this option.

You can E-Transfer your $25.00 directly from your bank account to:
treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca
We have auto deposit for the club account - no password required

If you are a new member or If your contact info has changed please send details (or changes) via email to Stu:
membership@victoriamgclub.ca Thanks a million. (Follow the Application Form on this page.)

Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form

Name:

_____________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner Name: ___________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
Postal Code____________________
e-mail Address______________________________________________________
Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________
Phone: _________________

Cell: ____________________ Cell: ____________________

Club Use Vehicle(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We have an on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members. It is meant for communication by
Club Members only. So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information
for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________

Always happy to oblige, Stu is at the ready if you
want to sign up and become a member!!
New Memberships are always welcome!

Thank you to all the

new members that have

The runs are happening!!

Keep well,

just joined and to those that have

Stay Safe.
Stu

renewed their memberships
E: membership@victoriamgclub.ca

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter
Malcolm Ives, Susan Chapple, Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore, Ken & Lois Lockley, Armande Morton
All that sent photo’s from the Scavenger Hunt Run
IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFO HAS CHANGED—PLEASE CONTACT STU
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