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FEB 8th  - 7:30 pm    

Z O O M  M E E T I N G    

 

Meet & Greet 7:15—7:30   

(Please don’t call before 7:15) 

General Meeting will begin at 

7:30 p.m. 

Jan 2021 

Russ & Stu enjoying a quiet moment at one of our runs                   

during 2019, at the  Sheringham Point Lighthouse. 

https://victoriamgclub.ca/
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2020 VMGC Executive   -   Email List 
WEBSITE:   https://victoriamgclub.ca/ 

President Malcom Ives president@victoriamgclub.ca 

Vice-President Gail Adams   
Secretary Susan Chapple secretary@victoriamgclub.ca 

Treasurer Russ Cape treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Events Derrick Sparks events@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Motorsport Dave Shepherd motorsport@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Membership Stu Moore membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

Appointed Positions 

Newsletter Patricia Sparks newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca 

Webmaster Marc Speed webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca 

Historian Armande Morton   

 

OCTAGON DEADLINE: 

Submissions:  

Cutoff:   15th of the Month 

Ads:  2 month maximum unless 

renewed. 

Please no PDF files— use word or 

email  

No copyright info please.   Permis-

sion to use it is required and this 

can take a lot of time. 

 

HOW MANY of you remember this MG Club Meet that was held at the Victoria Air Museum  
 

Who can identify the cars and the owners at this event? 

When did the event take place? 

What was the event?           

 What is the airplane?  

Have your answers ready for—not only the next Octa-

gon—but also for the Feb. Zoom Meeting     

From the Editor’s Desk ….. 
 

Hi all,  Well here we are, the January Edition of The Octagon.   I truly hope that you all enjoy it.  At the bottom of 

the page, in yellow, I have outlined some guidelines for submission to the magazine.   

Included in this Issue you will find: 

An article on the Memorable History of MG. 

There is a new way of charging your car batteries. 

New Classified Listings this month—check them out. 

Try jogging your memory—if you been in the club for a while, and answer the quiz below. 

THANK YOU to everyone for your submissions.   Much appreciated. 

Next month (February) - We look forward to the start of an Historical Page by Armande Morton, who will be sub-

mitting “Historical Events” that have happened in our Club.   Thank you for doing this Armande. 

 

Once again this is membership reminder month—if you have not yet renewed your membership, please 

check page 10 to find out the ways you can do this.  

The easiest method is by a simple bank e-transfer to: 

                   treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca  
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Presidents notes for January 2021 
 
Nice heading in the Times colonist today, seems we are all going to get scheduled for the Covid 19 vaccine, looks like 
some light at the end of the tunnel at last. 
 
With that in mind I hope you’re all looking forward to getting out and doing some of the things that we used to do be-
fore various restrictions, this brings me to a quotation I heard a few years ago from someone  
“I am so busy doing nothing that I haven’t got anything done”! 
  
On the collector car front is your car already to go on a club run?   We may be getting out on the road before next 
year, I for one am looking forward to meeting up with a lot of the members and hope the first run of the year will be 
well attended. 
 
Almost like a “new” club run, (it will be for our new members) who have joined and not yet met us in person. 
This period gives us time to get our cars ready, just because they are safely stored, does not mean they are ready to 
fire up and go!   How are the tires, wipers, lights, fluids, steering, and coolant, storage can cause hoses to crack or in 
the case of aluminium components within the cooling system to corrode and then leak fluid. how often have some of 
the other fluids been changed?  They do deteriorate over time regardless of the lack of use. 
 
On a more pleasant note there are some ornamental cherry trees downtown that are in blossom, and the Robins are 
back , as well as other birds, so spring is just around this corner in this end of Canada.  In my back garden a few days 
ago I spotted a black squirrel being chased through the trees by three Gray squirrels, a few years ago there was a pair 
of black ones here who seemed to have disappeared, so I’m  happy to see one is back. 
 
It would appear that the collector car market is very strong, there are a lot of cars having restoration work carried out.  
 
It is becoming more difficult to find really good replacement parts that actually will do the job intended!   One good 
strategy is to ask other Club members where they get their parts from and how good of these parts are.  Plus of course 
there are many online resources that comment on various suppliers, as to whether they are reliable or not.   
The reason I mention the strength of the restoration business (which I’m involved in) is that this should put price pres-
sure on the “ordinary and unrestored” examples of our British cars, So …… get those cars on the road enjoy them, and 
at the end of your enjoyment of that particular car you should be able transfer it to another person to enjoy!  Plus you 
had fun with it. 
 
Hope to see you on the club run sooner than later. 
 
Be safe and get your jab when it’s your turn. 

 

                                      Malcolm 
 

 

The Driver’s View! 
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You will receive an email from Susan via Patricia Sparks.   Our new system for joining the meeting, is ‘automatic’ .   

When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting,  “JUST CLICK ON THE BLUE LINK” and you are in!     Nothing to it. 
    
A passcode is also issued by Zoom, which you will probably not need, but have it handy just in case.  It is a good idea to join the meeting about 5 minutes before it 

is scheduled to begin, however if you are late that’s ok too, as you can just join in.   General Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month. 

 

SECRETARY’S NOTES 

NEWSLETTER 

New articles to watch for in the newsletter are Mechanics Cor-

ner, Question and Answers. 

Rick will start an article for parts needed and Armande will 

write an article about the history of the Victoria MG Club. 

EVENTS 

Stu and Derrick are hard at work organizing scavenger hunt to 

be driven on your own at a time of your choice. In other words, 

no contact, no gathering. Plan to do the run and take pictures 

of the scavenged items, email photos to Pat Sparks. Some 

items are drive-by, some you will have to get out of your car. 

Stu hopes for many members to take part in this historical, 

touristy, no contact, non-social event. Questions will be in the 

next Octagon. 

New Year Burn possibly June, July, or August? 

MOTOR SPORTS 

Dave reported that he has heard nothing from the track about 

2021 season. Still looking at Esquimalt arena lot. 

Dave said insurance needs to be paid. Jim will let Dave know if 

he hears anything from VMSC. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:20 pm 

VICTORIA MG CLUB MEETING JANUARY 11, 2021 

VIA ZOOM 

Meeting called to order 7:40 pm 

Executive present Malcolm Ives, Gayle Adams, Russ 

Cape, Susan Chapple, Stu Moore, David Shepherd, Pat 

Sparks, Derrick Sparks 

Including the executive 18 members attended the 

meeting. 

VICE PRESIDENT 

Gayle had nothing to report. 

SECRETARY 

Susan had nothing to report 

TREASURER 

January 1, 2021 total bank balance stands at $8044.71  

This included accounting for $300.00 Christmas dona-

tions to charities. 

Russ has requested an auditor for 2020 books. David 

Morton volunteered to do the audit. 

Russ has filed our information needed for the Societies 

Act. He paid $40.00 fees from his personal bank, wrote 

a club cheque to reimburse himself. Approval was giv-

en for Russ to sign that cheque made out to himself. 

MEMBERSHIP 

23 paid memberships for 2021 

Dues may now be paid via bank transfer to: 

 treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca 

You must pay your dues in order to keep receiving the 

Octagon past February issue. 

 

 

NEXT 

ZOOOOOM     

MEETING 

        MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8th at  7:30 P.M.  

Meet and Greet:   7:15 p.m.  - 7:30 p.m. 

The MEETING starts at:   7:30 p.m. 
 

          (Request:  please don’t call before 7:15) 

mailto:treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca
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A NEW PURCHASE:    by  Ken Lockley 

Our home has  six auto batteries to keep happy, and as I really don’t want to replace any of them until I re-

ally have to, they have be nursed for long life.  Our MG is stored through the Winter in an unheated garage 

under our sundeck. So the battery is subject to varying temperature conditions. So we need to maintain the 

battery fully charged.   I could remove the battery and keep it in a warmer location but I want to be able to 

drive the car on a sunny day anytime in the Winter months without too much fuss.  Previously I would have 

our big old Sears charger keeping a trickle going into the battery and that would have worked, but clunky in 

the MG  battery location.  

This little machine is capable of looking  after your normal conventional car battery or the newer glass mat 

type which are becoming more common. Also it can charge 12 volt Lithium batteries which I believe we are 

going to hear more about in the future. If you need 6 volt gel cell charging (emergency lighting) it can look 

after that as well.  

Norco makes a full range of chargers and this is the entry model and selling for about $65.00 in Victoria.  

Simple to use, just connect the alligator clamps to your battery, Positive and Negative. Then plug the device 

into a wall receptacle, press the mode button for the mode you want.  In my case conventional 12V Battery, 

the clear light shines on the 12V Indicator. 

If your battery is a little low,  a red will show until it’s fully charged and will turn green when just maintain-

ing the charge level. Remember, if your water level is low in the battery the charger will have difficulty 

getting the battery to a full charge. Distilled water is available at Walmart for $2.00 and you walk away with 

a four litre container. 
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As you can see in the picture on the previous page, I have mounted a light socket and a plug receptacle on a 

board with the idea that a light air movement in the car wouldn't be a bad idea.  The board is sitting so I can 

easily see the green light on the charger maintaining the 

battery. 

 The picture to the right shows an accessory item made by Noco 

which allows a bolt on type connection to the battery cables. 

This type of connection, I am sure, will be safer and more con-

venient than the alligator clips.  

 As simple as this article is, my idea is to make the readers 

aware of these new small “Genius “ types of chargers and 

battery maintainers .  

Noco Genius products are available in Canadian Tire, most 

battery shops and on line through Amazon and Ackland Grain-

ger Ltd.  

I can finish this up with: “look after your battery and it will look 

after you “ 

Most of you will have lots of experience with storing your batteries, but I am sharing my recent  experience. 

The pictures below show my battery in Winter mode.  This is handy for battery charger connection but also 

ready for an easy day out in good weather.  When disconnected, I have wrapped the cable in a plastic bag.  

From the picture above you can see there’s an inline fuse and dust cap for connector to the charger.  Noco 

Products have been around since 1914 and I believe make a quality product for the car enthusiast. 

 

            Looking at these pictures makes me feel I better get my paint brush busy!!! 
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Momentous Moments In MG History 

Octagon Newsletter … August 1992       

By Phil Winterbottom             

1888 … Cecil Kimber is born ! 

1925 … Cecil Kimber wins a gold medal in the London to Lands End Trial in his modified trials special, 
eventually becoming known as the first MG!! 

1927 … MG model 14/40 introduced with a speckled fabric body, is nicknamed "Old Speckly Hen", which 
leads Moorlands Brewery to produce "Old Speckled Hen Beer", now known the world over as the beer 
associated with MGs!! 

1929 … MG factory moves to Abington!! 

1933 … Joe Smith, a new apprentice on his first day at the MG factory, looking for the traditional left-
handed spanner, grabs a Brooklands Exhaust in frustration, thereby causing the first New Year's Day 
Burn, an event that is still celebrated by the Victoria MG Club, although without the burn!! 

1933 … The MG Car Company denies rumours that Al Capone used a MG as a getaway car after the Val-
entine's Day Massacre!! 

1933 … 'Tommy' Thompson, wins the MG Car Co. slogan contest with his entry, 'Safety Fast', beating his 
cousin's entry of 'Safety Last'!! 

1935 … Tom Lucas, scion of the well known auto electrical firm bearing his family name, invents the In-
termittent Electrical Malfunction Device, thereby predating Computer Viruses by several decades!! 

1944 … General Eisenhower overrides Churchill's plans to distract German soldiers by racing MG's on the 
Normandy beaches!! 

1945 … Cecil Kimber, Founder of the MG Car Company, is killed in a freak train accident. 

1955 … MG's assembled in Australia , are found to have a 20 gallon beer tank under the dashboard!! 

1955 … George Cuthbertson designs the MGA door sills and later designs the MGB jacking points. 

George is reported to be living in a Mediterranean villa on a large pension provided by the Asso-
ciation of Body Shop Owners!! 

1956 … Ash wood frames discontinued due to Sierra Club environmental pressures!! 

1957 … Sterling Moss sets record at 245 MPH in 1500 cc EX 181!! 

1962 … 100,000th MGA built!! 

1980 … 'Chummy' Campbell retires after 50 years as Head of MG Model Designation Department. At his 
retirement party, 'Chummy' agreed that in his earlier days he had been rather erratic, using a variety of 
M, N, S, V, W, but that his greatest string of inspiration was the T-Series, A, B, C, D, F. His only regret was 
missing so many of Miss Mosley's alphabet classes in school which meant he had to revert back to models 

A, B, C. 'Chummy's retirement gift was a complete set of alphabet blocks !! 

 

1980 … MG factory closed for ever. 
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C L A S S I F I E D  I T E M S     newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca 

 

L i sted for a max 2 months......... PLEASE BE KIND—ADVISE IF VEHICLE/PARTS SELL!    

Please email your wants and for sale ads to me.    

Re: Parts for Sale:    If you have lots of parts for sale, please just state the Make, Model (and maybe the year) of the vehicle. Note 

that that you have parts and condition, and list your name and contact info.  (Name and email address)  

Still struggling with Points & Condenser?  =   YOU NEED A PERTRONIX IGNITION SET! 

I have a good selection for 4,6,8 & 12 cyl. British Cars.   VMGC Members receive a discount.  Enquiries:   Malcolm  250-360-7777 

DRIVE YOUR TRIUMPH DAY  IS  FEB 10,2021    (This is a Triump Registry initiated event!) 

 

Take a photo of your Triumph in a neat spot.  If it is icy cold or snowing, take the photo in your garage, or covered in 

snow.  Then email a high-resolution photo to driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com, along with some basic information: 

owner’s name, year and model of car, and place photo was taken (city, state, country). The photos will then be pub-

lished not only in our club newsletter, but also in USA’s national magazine: Vintage Triumph Registry, and on the Drive 

Your Triumph Day website: https://driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com 

1977 MGB ROADSTER FOR SALE 
 
My MGB Roadster is in good running condition but I am downsizing and have to sell it. It has some interesting parts 
like a Pertronix ignition and a Weber carburetor with intake manifold and exhaust headers. The body has the usual 
rust but the top is in good condition. Can be driven as is, restored, or used as a parts car. It has about 70,000 miles on 
it. Will accept any reasonable offer.  
Contact: Gord:  gord.nigh@gmail.com 

                                                      MG PARTS FOR SALE    

1. MGA new replacement windshield.  

2.  MGB engine (shown) and assorted parts from a mid-70's Austin Marina with approx 30K 

miles. (originally intended as a spare for a ‘79 MGB. The engine is essentially intact and I believe that 

the SU carbs that are in the box beside the motor might be from the 1965 MGB.) 

I'm not convinced the engine and carbs have a lot of value as someone will have to put some sweat 

equity into getting it all working. That being said they are getting harder and harder to find.   

3.  MGB Leather upholstery kit still new in the bag.       

Contact:  Stephen:     stephenstay@shaw.ca 

 

mailto:driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com
https://driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com/
mailto:gord.nigh@gmail.com
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ZOOM MEETING  ...  Next Zoom Meeting, Feb 8, 2021  Greet & 7:15/Meeting 7:30 pm 

 

VMGC   -   FEBRUARY SCAVENGER HUNT   

February Scavenger Hunt 

 

Hello VMGC members. 

As we are unable to assemble for events and meetings, your Events Team has put together a “Solo 

Scavenger Hunt” for your entertainment during the first two weeks of February, or earlier if you feel 

like it.   Dust off the winter blues and get your favorite British car out on the road.  The car will thank 

you for it! 

The Scavenger Hunt can be broken up into multiple days, and can be driven in any direction or route 

you may like.  Enjoy the run—and do take some time at the spots, a few of them are truly beautiful!! 

 

The answers and photos are to be submitted by email to the events coordinator as soon as possible.  

(The sooner the better, but no later than the 16th).  The photos will be for publication in the Febru-

ary’s Octagon to show that we are having fun.     

                            The event co-ordinator’s address is:     events@victoriamgclub.ca          

 

                                                      Derrick Sparks & Stu Moore 

 

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO COULD BE A GUEST 

SPEAKER AT ONE OF OUR ZOOM MEETINGS, PLEASE 

CONTACT MALCOLM WITH THE DETAILS  Thanks! 
 

president@victoriamgclub.ca 
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Name:  _____________________________________________________ 
 

Spouse/Partner Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code____________________  

e-mail Address______________________________________________________ 

Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________  

Phone: _________________         Cell: ____________________   Cell: ____________________ 

Club Use Vehicle(s):   ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have an on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members.   It is meant for communication by 

Club Members only.   So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information 

for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal      

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________  

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter 
Malcolm Ives, Susan Chapple, Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore, Ken & Lois Lockley,  

 
  

PLEASE FILL IN ALL YOUR INFO, SO THAT WE CAN CHECK OUR RECORDS 

Always happy to oblige,  Stu is at the ready if you 

want to sign up and become a member!! 

New Memberships are always welcome! 

     The runs are happening!! 

            Keep well,  

                   Stay Safe. 

                          Stu  

     E:  membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

NEW!!!   PAYING BY E-TRANSFER:   You now have this option.   

You can E-Transfer your $25.00 directly from your bank account to:     

           treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca        

We have auto deposit for the club account - no password required  

If you are a new member or If your contact info has changed please 

send details (or changes) to Stu:   membership@victoriamgclub.ca    

Thanks a million.    (Follow the Application Form on this page.) 

PAYING BY CHEQUE:  $25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB  

 Please fill out the following form and mail it, together with your cheque 

VMGC, c/o R. Cape, 3923 Onyx Place, Victoria.  BC  V8P 4T4 

PAYING VIA PAY-PAL: www.motorsportreg.com/events/victoria-mg-club-

2021-membership-headquarters-794121        To pay at Motorsportreg you 

need to register with them.    If you have not registered with MotorsportReg  

they will require that you register, add a password, etc.     Please include your 

spouse or significate other in the Emergency Contact Field, and we will add 

their name to the membership list.    

Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form 

Thank you to all  the  

new members that have  

just joined and to those that  have 

renewed their memberships 


