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EXECUTIVE

In This Issue …..

President
Malcom Ives
president@victoriamgclub.ca



There are some interesting articles in this issue including the answer to my question that I put out last month re the Airplane Museum Visit.



The response to the Scavenger Hunt was amazing, and I have used some of the
photos of some of the points of interest, on the Front Cover.

Vice-President
Gail Adams



The photos, that I received, from members who participated are set out. One
photo has been chosen for the new Membership Card which Stu will be mailing
out to you.

Secretary
Susan Chapple
secretary@victoriamgclub.ca



For those who would like to put your art skills to work, there is a “How To article
on the MG Logo”.



An interesting article, printed by permission, on The Electric Slide.

Treasurer
Russ Cape
treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca



The first ‘Historical Present’ column from Armande is now in print.



A reminder from Stu that Membership Dues for 2021 at now due. The Octagon
will only be mailed to paid-up members come March.



The club is working on getting a new interactive “Group Facebook Page “ up and
running. Please stay tuned on this, you will receive an email as soon as it is ready.
Meanwhile, if you are not yet on Facebook, please check out Page 10.

Patricia

Extraction from the Societies Act Constitution of
THE VICTORIA MG CLUB”

Director of Motorsport
Dave Shepherd
motorsport@victoriamgclub.ca
Director of Membership
Stu Moore
membership@victoriamgclub.ca

Newsletter
Patricia Sparks
newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca

“

Webmaster
Marc Speed
webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca

The purpose of the society is:
1.

Director of Events
Derrick Sparks
events@victoriamgclub.ca

a) To promote the enjoyment of MG cars:
b) To encourage the preservation, maintenance and use of MG cars and:
c) To conduct gatherings of a sporting or social nature for enthusiasts of the MG marque
d) To encourage involvement of British and other marques in the Club

Historian
Armande Morton

Annual Membership
Any person interested in MG automobiles may apply to become a member.
Ownership of an MG is not a prerequisite. Annual membership shall be considered single (1 vote)
or couple (1 vote each). Each annual membership my include family members up to the age of 19 years
who will be non-voting members. The membership year is effective Jan 1 through December 31 of each
year. Dues paid by a new member after October 1 of any year shall be effective for the remainder of that
year and the full year following. Every member must uphold the constitution and comply with the bylaws.
Single Event Membership
Single Event Membership shall be open to anyone who, in the opinion of the person organizing a club
event, is suitable to participate in that event. The Executive Officers shall specifically authorize event organizers to accept single event memberships, which shall be valid for a period not exceeding 48 hours from
the time established by the event organizer. Single event members have no voting rights. A fee will be
charged as established by the event organizer and the event organizer may impose other conditions on the
participation of the single event member as deemed appropriate for that event.

Cover Page:

‘Photos” from the Scavenger Hunt by G. Ogilvie
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OCTAGON DEADLINE:
Submissions:
Cutoff: 15th of the Month
Ads: 2 month maximum unless
renewed.
If sending copyright info, I must
first obtain permission to use it, so
it may or may not be printed im-

The Driver’s View!
for February, 2021
February seems such a short month already the 19th and just a few days to the 28th. On the other hand we are near to the “jab day” but it’s too early to let our guard down on that one, so stay
safe for a bit longer yet.

I get some very interesting updates coming from various car sources around the world. Jaguar
Cars UK have just announced by the year 2030 their entire line of vehicles Will all be electric and
they will not be building gasoline or diesel vehicles after 2030.
I think by 2040 all new cars and trucks worldwide WILL be electric which will mean of course
massive adjustments in many areas. On the same day I heard that somebody had converted
their Rolls Royce to an electric vehicle using a Tesla Power plant. So that means that perhaps our
cherished collectible cars could be converted to electric power plants and be kept in use rather
than discarded!
No doubt that Electric motive power is going to be the way of the future.

Also, I saw an article about the new power supply lines running through tunnels underneath London UK, to set up charging stations for electric vehicles. So, other parts of the world are already
putting in the infrastructure to charge up electric vehicles, however, there has been no mention
of how governments around the world are going to replace the fuel taxes that they now collect
when they fully implement “electric only” rules. To say nothing of the loss in revenue and jobs in
the auto repair business.
Meanwhile let’s all keep using our cars (before these changes occur).
Keep safe and be kind

Malcolm

Photo: D. Sparks
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THE ELECTRIC SLIDE cont …… on next page
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THE ELECTRIC SLIDE cont: …...

Mowog pages printed with permission from Alex Kwanten
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SECRETARY’S NOTES
You will receive an email from Susan via Patricia Sparks. Our new system for joining the meeting, is ‘automatic’ .
When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting, “JUST CLICK ON THE BLUE LINK” and you are in! Nothing to it.
A passcode is also issued by Zoom, which you will probably not need, but have it handy just in case. It is a good idea to join the meeting about 5 minutes before it
is scheduled to begin, however if you are late that’s ok too, as you can just join in. General Meetings are held on the 2nd Monday of each month.

VICTORIA MG CLUB MEETING FEBRUARY 8, 2021

A proposed article for the Octagon, named the ToolBox, will
be posted on face book to provide speedier answer time.
There is a lot of expertise in the club, just ask.

Meeting called to order 7:35 pm

Executive present
MOTOR SPORTS
David has our CACC affiliation.
Slaloms at Western Speedway will possibly be available for
two more years. David is still investigating possibilities of using the track behind Esquimalt arena.

Malcolm Ives, Gayle Adams, Susan Chapple, Stu Moore, David
Shepherd, Derrick Sparks, Pat Sparks.
Regrets Russ Cape
Including the executive 15 members present.
VICE PRESIDENT
Gayle commented that Government House is under construction with renovations, grounds are closed to the public.

EVENTS
Stu and Derrick continue to plan interesting runs for us.
March run may take in the Western Communities and April
will see us going out the peninsula area.

SECRETARY
Please make note of meeting times of zoom meetings. We
have a social time from 7:15 to 7:30 and the meeting starts at
7:30

Members drive the club with their ideas and participation.
GENERAL
March will be our Annual General Meeting as it was not held
in December. Last year executive members have agreed they
will serve another term but all executive positions are open
for election. Put your name forward if you are interested.
Attend the meeting via zoom on March 8 at 7:15 to let your
voice be heard and to keep our wonderful club going.

When the meeting has been called to order, please mute your
microphone unless you are going to speak. Noises which you
think are background noises, TVs, other people talking, etc.,
are broadcast to the meeting loud and clear and make it impossible to hear. Please be kind and mute your microphone.

Meeting adjourned 8:35 pm

TREASURER
Russ was not in attendance so no report.

NEXT

MEMBERSHIP
To date we have 44 members for 2021 year.

ZOOOOOM
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

NEWSLETTER
Scavenger Hunt run was great. Following COVID rules, drivers
chose when to do the run, even the day. Photographs will be
included in the next Octagon.

MONDAY, MARCH 8th at 7:30 P.M.
Meet and Greet: 7:15 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
The MEETING starts at: 7:30 p.m.

Face book is up and running, anyone in the club is welcome to
check it out.

(Request: please don’t call before 7:15)
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1995

From Left to Right:
Green MGY Tourer (edge of photo) Susan Fraser
Black MGB - Pat Sparks
Yellow Arkley - Jim & Maureen Mills
White MGB - Jack Baker (Dec.)
Blue MGB - Lindsay Gardiner (Dec.)
Red MGB - Roger Burgess (Dec.)
Red MG TD - Derrick Sparks
Green MGB - Wayne & Lou Watkins
Red MGB - Neil Fawdry (Dec.)
Red MGA (Grill peeking out) Armande Morton
Red MG TC - Alan Fraser (Dec.)

The Two cars ‘hidden’ in the above photo:
Two Tone Green MG Y Tourer - Sue Fraser
Red MGA - Armande Morton

Lindsay Gardiner, complete with
flying helmet and his MGB with
the Hercules in the background

Armande Morton standing
in front of an American
F14, Fighter Plane (as used in
the Top Gun Movie)

Thanks to Armande Morton who was able to find the
old Octagon from 1995, that had the information.
Also to Jim Mills, whose memory figured that it had
to have been somewhere around 1994 or 1995, as
his Arkley was ‘fresh off the block’ at that time.
7

Mars Water Bomber
Giving us a great display of a Water
Drop. On the ground a Canadian
Armed Forces Search & Rescue
Plane - Plus a Harvard

T H E J A N U A R Y/ F E B R UA R Y S C AV E N G E R H U N T

IN PICTURES

Gayle Adams

Gayle Adams

Graham How

Licette How

Armande Morton

Armande Morton

Lockley
Ken
Lockley

Ken Lockley
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Pleased and gratified that Derrick and Stu had put on this Scavenger Hunt, I
determined to participate.
Fortunately, I had access to one of the very few new MG SUVs on the Island
(See picture, top left), so I was all ready to go. I carefully selected Super Bowl
Sunday as the day, knowing that the streets would be almost deserted as Victorians hunkered down to watch the Big Game. I was most happy that the day
was warm and sunny, but as the afternoon wore on and the streets and parks
remained full of cars and people, all of whom seemed determined to get in the
way, I realized I had seriously overestimated the desire of Victoria's citizens to
engage with this major sporting event. But I nevertheless managed to "go the
distance," and headed home well satisfied with the day and the event. Thanks,
Derrick and Stu.
Malcolm Baster
(so glad you could make it Malcolm, and with the SUB-MG to boot! Ed)
Malcolm Baster

Thank you to all who participated
in the Run. From all accounts,
those who did really enjoyed it.

Stacey & Ryan Sinclair

Stu and Derrick are preparing
runs for you at this time to help
tide over the Covid Blues. Thank
you to Stu for this one, and I understand he is also working on
the next run — in the Western
Communities.
Also, a big warm welcome to new
members Stacey and Ryan Sinclair and family.

Licette How

Ken Lockley

Graham How

Gayle Adams
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GlenHow
Ogilvie

Thank you to Ken Lockley for submitting this fun idea
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Historical Present
In the past years, the VMGC has warmly welcomed many new members to the club. At their
first meeting, the President would ask them to tell a little about themselves and their car/s, on and off
the road or under restoration. At coffee time, members would chat about what they were doing to
their cars or else exchanging ideas on how to fix a problem.
Since Covid-19, we have been holding club meetings by Zoom, and many of us are adapting to
this new form of meeting and becoming more proficient with the new technology, This brings me to a
point mentioned by our current President, Malcolm Ives, at Monday night's meeting.
The Executive is currently updating the VMGC Facebook page, which was started in 2014, under the direction of former president, Randy Slade and club member, Liz Reading, who became VMGC
First Social Media Administrator. The Executive is working towards reviving this form of communication.
Malcom also mention how very wealthy our club is, in the fact that we have many members
with knowledge of great benefit to members, but sadly due to the lack of meetings at a locale, is not
being made available to many new members.

As Historian, I would like to direct their attention to our Victoria MG Club website, handled by
webmaster, Marc Speed. Marc has made available
on our website under Archives, many articles of
value for members, including restoring and maintenance of our LBC.
Click on Archives, and that will bring you to
the former website of our club. Click on Articles,
and that will bring you to the page of various types
of articles available for perusal. Click on Tech Tips,
and you will find a treasure trove of helpful tips.
Happy Reading. ... merci
Armande Morton, Historian

Mike 'The Whiz' Owen
holding a Tech Session
n 1987

11

How to Sign Up for Facebook

Facebook is one of the most recognizable applications in the world. Millions of people around the
world use Facebook to get in touch with old friends, family.
Signing up for Facebook is a straightforward endeavor. All you need is a valid, functional e-mail address and you're good to go! Please follow the instructions below.

TO SIGN UP:
1. Create an e-mail address. If you do not want to use your regular email account or do not have
an email account. Use your favorite web browser and head to an e-mail provider (Gmail, Yahoo, etc.)
and create an e-mail address from there.
•
•

Take note of your new e-mail address as you'll need it to sign-up for Facebook.
If you already have an e-mail address you want to use, proceed to step 2.

2. Head to the Facebook homepage.
On the URL bar, or address bar, of your web browser, type Facebook.com and hit enter. This should
take you to the Facebook main page.
3. Sign up for Facebook.
On the homepage, you will see several fields under the label “Create an account.” Enter your first
name, your last name, a valid e-mail address, your preferred password, your birthday, and then select whether you are male or female. Click “Create an account” when done.
Sometimes Facebook might show you a different page than what has been described.
You might only just see a Sign Up button beside the Facebook name. Click on that.
Enter the necessary details for the sign up, including your new e-mail address.
Remember the e-mail address you used; this e-mail address is where Facebook will e-mail
notifications that your new profile receives, so make sure you never forget the password for
the e-mail.
4. Confirm your registration. Facebook should send you a confirmation e-mail after signing up, so
head to the e-mail address you used to sign up and click the confirmation e-mail. Click the link they
provided for the confirmation.

Stu Moore
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CLASSIFIED ITEMS

newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca

L i sted for a max 2 months......... PLEASE BE KIND—ADVISE IF VEHICLE/PARTS SELL!
Please email your wants and for sale ads to me.

Re: Parts for Sale: If you have lots of parts for sale, please just state the Make, Model (and maybe the year) of the vehicle. Note
that that you have parts and condition, and list your name and contact info. (Name and email address)
Still struggling with Points & Condenser? = YOU NEED A PERTRONIX IGNITION SET!
I have a good selection for 4,6,8 & 12 cyl. British Cars. VMGC Members receive a discount. Enquiries: Malcolm 250-360-7777

Leguna Seca Raceway - Monterey - Historic
Racing Weekend - August 1996
Top left— MGTD
Middle - MG Midget
Historic Racing Car drivers negotiating the tight bend
Led by Jim Mills, a group of 11 VMGC cars went down to Leguna Seca..
There was also a very special car event at Pebble Beach that same weekend.

photos: Derrick and Pat Sparks
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THE UPCOMING MARCH SCAVENGER HUNT

We have had good feedback on the Scavenger Hunt that Stu worked
so hard on putting together for you. All I had to do was do the run,
add a couple of stops and that was it.
Stu is busy working on a new Scavenger Hunt for the Western Communities, which we were hoping would be completed by now, but unfortunately the Weatherman had other ideas, what with snow and
now heavy rain, but we will be sending out the challenge when the
new ‘scavenger fun run’ is completed.
It would sure be nice if we could get out and drive around together,
but a little bit of patience is needed.
Enjoy!

Hoping to see you all soon, stay safe, Derrick

IF YOU KNOW OF SOMEONE WHO COULD BE A
GUEST SPEAKER AT ONE OF OUR ZOOM MEETINGS, PLEASE CONTACT MALCOLM WITH THE
DETAILS Thanks!
president@victoriamgclub.ca

Next Zoom Meeting, Mar 8, 2021 Greet & 7:15/Meeting 7:30 pm
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NEW!!!

PAYING BY CHEQUE:
$25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB
Please fill out the following form and mail it, together with your
cheque to:
VMGC, c/o R. Cape, 3923 Onyx Place, Victoria. BC V8P 4T4

PAYING BY E-TRANSFER: You now have this option.

You can E-Transfer your $25.00 directly from your bank account to:
treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca
We have auto deposit for the club account - no password required

If you are a new member or If your contact info has changed please send details (or changes) via email to Stu:
membership@victoriamgclub.ca Thanks a million. (Follow the Application Form on this page.)

Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form

Name:

_____________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner Name: ___________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
Postal Code____________________
e-mail Address______________________________________________________
Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________
Phone: _________________

Cell: ____________________ Cell: ____________________

Club Use Vehicle(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We have an on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members. It is meant for communication by
Club Members only. So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information
for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________

Always happy to oblige, Stu is at the ready if you
want to sign up and become a member!!
New Memberships are always welcome!

Thank you to all the

new members that have

The runs are happening!!

Keep well,

just joined and to those that have

Stay Safe.
Stu

renewed their memberships
E: membership@victoriamgclub.ca

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter
Malcolm Ives, Susan Chapple, Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore, Ken & Lois Lockley, Armande Morton
All that sent photo’s from the Scavenger Hunt Run
IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFO HAS CHANGED—PLEASE CONTACT STU
15

