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November/2020

From the Editor’s Desk …..
N

Hi all,

This is the largest edition that I have issued so far—it has something to do with all the wonderful photographs that have been used to depict the year. Keep the articles coming,
there is lots of room.
Of note:
Three New Members have recently joined .. Ken & Lois Lockley and Jordon Sandwith. There is
also a very interesting article by the Frisby’s on their recent Rover Drive to Cougar Canyon
It was a great year despite the ‘bugs’ flying around. The club certainly got us out and about plenty of drives, socializing with appropriate Covid 19 distancing. Do enjoy the year at a glance—
totally amazing, and as always, with every run, good company. Hopefully we can continue safely
…… Remember, MG—Safety Fast!

For those who have not yet renewed, the info is on the last page of the Octagon. There is a new
way of paying by using bank E-transfer. Our Treasurer has set the system up with the club’s bank.
This method of payment is quick and easy. See the last page for details. The Club is also looking
for someone to Audit the Books - please contact Malcolm or Russ if you can help!
Thanks and looking forward to hearing from everyone next year.
To one and all, Derrick and I would like to wish you a Very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year
Stay safe over the holidays,

Patricia
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The Driver’s View!

Season’s Greeting
to All
A sketch by James Banks Back in 1992. This
was on the front page of The Octagon. For our
new members, James Banks was a member of
our club.
I hope you are all able to enjoy this holiday
season in this new normal, and are able to
reach out to people who may be feeling very
isolated at this time
Be safe be kind and think of
great things yet to come,
Enjoy!
Malcolm
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SECRETARY’S NOTES
Next date for a GENERAL ZOOM MEETING:

M4onday, Jan 11 at 7:30 pm

Executive Zoom Meeting, Monday, Jan 04 at 7:30 pm
You will receive an email from Susan via Patricia Sparks. Our new system for joining the meeting, is ‘automatic’ .
When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting, “JUST CLICK ON THE BLUE LINK” and you are in! Nothing to it.

Minutes of Club Meeting cont …..

VICTORIA MG CLUB MEETING
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020
Meeting called to order 7:30 pm

MOTOR SPORTS

Executive present

Dave Shepherd is still talking to the Jag Club and the track
about slalom possibility. David will get the insurance for this if
it is to go ahead.

Malcolm Ives, Gayle Adams, Russ Cape, Susan Chapple, Stu
Moore, David Shepherd, Derrick Sparks, Pat Sparks.
Including the executive, there were 17 members present.

EVENTS

Long time member, Maurice Emery joined us from Hawaii via
Zoom, certainly shortens commute time! Happy you could join
us Maurice.

Sadly, the New Year’s Burn has been postponed due to
COVID19 restrictions. We did say postponed not cancelled.
No other events have been planned, again due to COVID19.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

MEMBERSHIP

Ken and Lois Lockley, owners of a ’60 MGA, ’71 MGB and a ’74
MGB joined us.

There are 22 paid members for 2021….so far.
Christmas wishes were shared. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 pm.

Another new member, Jordan Sandwith owns a ’68 MGBGT
and a ’75 Midget

The

VICE PRESIDENT Nothing to report.

ZOOOOOM Meeting

SECRETARY Nothing to report.

had 18 members
pull in!

TREASURER
Test run for receiving E-transfer payments was successful. Address for future deposits will be treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca

From South Island, North Island and Hawaii!!

Club bank balance as of December 14, 2020 stands at
$8916.26
Russ will have a complete set of year end financials. We need
somebody to volunteer to do an audit of the books.

NEXT

Russ Cape motioned that the Victoria MG Club will make
Christmas donations of $100 each (total $300), to three charities. These being: The Times Colonist Christmas Fund C-FAX
Santa’s Anonymous and the Mustard Seed Food Bank.

ZOOOOOM Meeting - JAN 11, 2021
See you there!

Randy Slade seconded All in favour.

Keeping with tradition, donations of $100.00 each will be
mailed this week.
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Member Profiles
New members: the Lockleys, Ken and Lois
Why did we buy an MGB! Previously having an MGA in the 60’s and then an MGB in the
80’s, and always interested in viewing the British Sports cars at Car Shows or just on the road,
I would walk away and say to myself we’ll get back into that game one day.

Along comes Covid-19 and many of our activities certainly changed which made us feel now is
the time to get back into the British Sports car ownership.
I gave some thought to Triumph’s but my previous experience made looking for another MGB
seem right. We started the hunt in early May and I tried out several cars looking for a rust
free car. That’s not easy as most of you will know.
Early Saturday morning of the long August weekend, a car came up on the OECC classified for
sale in Comox. A call to the vendor and 20 min. later we were on our way North.

Dennis the vendor, had his car on a hoist which was great, made my inspection so easy. While
I was having a really good look Dennis described all that he had done on the car over his 17
years of ownership. I was impressed and I knew this was the car. I offered him what he was
asking but on delivery to our home in Victoria. His comment was “no problem, this means the
car is heading back to where I purchased it originally 17 years ago”.

The three of us, the car, Lois and I are looking forward to meeting members of the Victoria
MG Club in 2021.
Also would like to wish the members a Good Safe Holiday Christmas !!!!!
5

Member Profiles

cont...

Jordan Sandwith is a new member of the club. He is a civil servant in his early 30s whose motto is
“every problem is an opportunity”. After looking around for over 10 years, Jordan found his first MG
this summer. Patience paid off, as there was more good news around the corner.
Jordan is delighted to report assuming the opportunity and responsibility of becoming the caretaker
of a 1968 MGB GT on August 6, 2020. Originally from Alberta, this MGB has called Victoria home

since 1990. The GT was restored in 2004, however it now requires body work to remove rust. There
are also many smaller projects, including electrical and suspension work. Since buying the car, there
have been many enjoyable problems to address, including ignition and carburetor tuning, and solving a mysterious oil burn of 2 litres every tank! Since August 6, the GT has enjoyed over 2,500 km of
happy touring along the Old Island Highway. Jordan feels very fortunate and looks forward to applying for collector plates once the body is finished.
But wait, there’s more! Jordan unexpectedly found a second project car, a 1975 Midget, only 6
weeks after the GT. Perhaps fate - or just blind excitement - the Midget was recently painted in a
matching colour to the GT and a rebuilt stock 1500. The Midget had a long list of projects to be finished, including a suspension overhaul. Rattling down the road with a few pops, the Midget is always
excited to go for a quick spin, even a few clear days and nights in December! The Midget is currently
parked in a workshop where it can enjoy some TLC until warmer weather returns. Jordan looks forward to the journey ahead as he cares for his new dependents.

Member Profiles cont …...
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Copper Canyon Rover Run – November 8, 2020
By VMGC Members, David and Evie Frisby

What a day for a drive with cool air, bright sun, and clear
skies. We all met up at the HaidaWay Restaurant on
HWY 1 at the intersection of Henry Rd. in Chemainus.
After a short briefing twelve of us all in varying models
and years of Land Rovers and Range Rovers headed
north to the Copper Canyon Main Road which was about
one kilometer past Henry Rd. This road is a main logging
haul road which follows the Chemainus River into the
Island Interior. If you have a Vancouver Island Backroad
Map Book you will find this road on Map 10 at Longitude
124 degrees 05’ W.
(Evie sent a link to Copper Canyon—looks amazing……………...
http://www.liquidlore.com/bc/copper/
.. Ed.)

We arrived at the major intersection where the Copper
Canyon Main Rd. becomes the Chemainus River Rd.
Located at this point is a humongous Yarder dating to
the early 1900’s. Originally this Yarder was steam powered and able to move on it’s own tracks. Later a diesel
engine replaced the steam and it was moved by two or
three steam locomotives or later by three Cats.

Makes
A Great Podium!

The Yarder currently sits at the side of the road next to a
mammouth clear cut. This clear cut is at least fifty years
too soon! It seems that no commercial thinning is practiced in British Columbia. Silviculture is a very “long
term” proposition with decisions made today not bearing
fruit until one or two generations into the future. Today
everyone wants instant results!
We moved on from the Yarder site on Side Road C-16,
also known as Rheinhart Rd. We stopped for lunch at
Rheinhart Lake and all enjoyed sitting with our faces
soaking up the sun and enjoying the scenery and fresh
air while others were searching out finding just the
“right bush” to water.
(cont. on next page …. )
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Copper Canyon cont…….
After our lunch break we mounted up, backtracking a
short distance before taking the Secondary Road R8 to
the Ridge above the lake. Near the Ridge is a volunteer
snowmobiler cabin well stocked for winter short stops
or
overnight visits
Soon it was time to retrace our steps and return to civilization. Three of us decided to go on the more travelled
“no scratch” road while the others were just itching to
find mud holes and tree stumps to plow through! That’s
what owning an “Old Landy” is all about (that is if you
are not 86 and driving your wife’s 2008 Range Rover
Sport!).
While in the company of two other Rover’s who didn’t
want to scratch or mud up their Land Rovers, one of
the fellows, Rob, stopped and launched his drone and
took terrific pictures and videos of the three Landys
driving through the clearcut. …………………………………...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NiuhNhdSkKA
A few kilometers down this stretch of clear cut Evie’s
Range Rover Sport got a flat, probably from one of the
sharp rocks that were hidden in the windrows we had
been driving through. We think this was a first flat tire
for this vehicle has had as the equipment looked as if it
had never been out of the boot before. With the help
of Dave Shepherd cranking the “too flimsy” jack and
other strong hands the 80 KM/Hr. (only) spare was installed.
………………………………...
About twenty minutes down the road after the “only
incident of the day” took place we met up with the rest
of the Landy’s …. all covered in mud and the drivers had
smiles ear to ear! They found their rough spots and
large mud holes but not large enough because no one
had to use their winches. ………………………………………….
Rob who drives a Disco said this is the first run he has
been out with this car that he hasn’t broken down or
something hasn’t fallen off! !........ .................................
..............................................
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VE DAY RUN
THE YEAR 2020 REMBERED IN A SNAPSHOT OF PHOTOGRAPHS:

2020, and indeed, perhaps even 2021 will be long-remembered for our inability to do what we like best gather together, to socialize and to ‘talk cars’.
To that end, here are some photo’s to remind you of what we have accomplished, complete with COVID 19
requirements. May the year 2021 bring Health and Happiness to everyone.

New Year’s Day Burn - from Cattle Point

Feb/Valentine’s Day
05 Run ending with a
warm firepit and hot
chocolate with treats
at Randy and
Heather’s home.

Mike Manning Award
Recipient: Bryan Kemper

Remember
the Meeting Room?
Now you have the comfort of
your living room, with ZOOM!
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THE YEAR 2020 REMBERED IN A SNAPSHOT OF PHOTOGRAPHS cont ….

Garage Tour
To
Pat Leask
And
Ross Bregman’s

homes

MAY 8th, 2000

VE Day Commemoration Run
to celebrate
the end of WWll

A time to enjoy—at The Roost
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THE YEAR 2020 REMBERED IN A SNAPSHOT OF PHOTOGRAPHS cont ….

Motorsports Event held
July 25th in conjunction
with the Jaguar Club.
For a Trainee Session:

NOGGIN & NATTERING
A great event, with lots to eat and
lots to see and ‘play with’ …..
More especially a ‘new’ John
Deere Tractor acquisition!

ICE CREAM RUN JULY 08
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THE YEAR 2020 REMBERED IN A SNAPSHOT OF PHOTOGRAPHS cont ….
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The Year 2020 was definitely not an easy one to work with. The covid rules had to be obeyed and everyone had a really good
time. The Circle Tour was truly the highlight of the year— perhaps more so, because of the Corvid, as well as the tremendous
amount of smoke which we experienced on the Island from the disastrous wildfires in the United States of America. We, as a
group, were extremely lucky. We postponed our trip for a week and the day we chose to go on was the only one that was without smoke, as the smoke returned—although light—the next day.

THE LAST RUN OF THE YEAR—was held in November.
The run took us through some fabulous areas in the
highlands and all the way back to the Lagoon where
we were able to consume the lunches that we had
brought along. Some sat in their vehicles, a couple of
us found a log to tuck into.
The day was cold - yup, we froze our toes—but it
was very rewarding.
Thank you to Derrick and to Stu for arranging such
great tours for us to go on, and to EVERYONE who
participated.
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THE YEAR 2020 REMBERED IN A SNAPSHOT OF PHOTOGRAPHS cont ….

We continue with the

“North of the Malahat Team”

Members from the VMGC and the Jaguar Club
—and maybe another club too!!
As the Malahat has a strange way of dividing up the island in one way or the other, members from our Club have
joined in with other car clubs up-island, and get together on a regular basis.
All events, whether North or South of the Malahat are open to club members from both areas. Events from both
groups are listed in The Octagon, and trust me, the breakfast meals that we have enjoyed have been fantastic, both
foodwise and friendship wise—plus the scenery is always worth the drive.
All members are welcome to join in any event.

THE Monthly Ice Cream Runs - everyone welcome to join in!

Festive dinner Photo taken at
beginning of the year—before
Covid 19.
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CLASSIFIED ITEMS

newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca

L i sted for a max 2 months......... PLEASE BE KIND—ADVISE IF VEHICLE/PARTS SELL!
Please email your wants and for sale ads to me.

Re: Parts for Sale: If you have lots of parts for sale, please just state the Make, Model (and maybe the year) of the vehicle. Note
that that you have parts and condition, and list your name and contact info. (Name and email address)
Still struggling with Points & Condenser? = YOU NEED A PERTRONIX IGNITION SET!
I have a good selection for 4,6,8 & 12 cyl. British Cars. VMGC Members receive a discount. Enquiries: Malcolm 250-360-7777

DRIVE YOUR TRIUMPH DAY IS FEB 10,2021

(This is a Triump Registry initiated event!)

Take a photo of your Triumph in a neat spot. If it is icy cold or snowing, take the photo in your garage, or covered in
snow. Then email a high-resolution photo to driveyourtriumphday@gmail.com, along with some basic information:
owner’s name, year and model of car, and place photo was taken (city, state, country). The photos will then be published not only in our club newsletter, but also in USA’s national magazine: Vintage Triumph Registry, and on the Drive
Your Triumph Day website: https://driveyourtriumphday.shutterfly.com

AT THE Beginning of our Covid 19 Pandemic David Shepherd submitted this list - it was true then—and
it is still true now!. Well worth another read.

Over the course of the past several weeks of the Pandemic a number of important lessons have been
learned.— {submitted by David Shepherd in the Jun Issue and still true!}
1. China won the 3rd World War without firing any missiles.
2. No priest, imam, rabbi or demagogue has been able to save a single patient.
3. Health professionals are worth more than elite athletes.
4. Animals in zoos most likely feel the same as we do in quarantine.

5. The planet regenerates amazingly quickly without human interference.
6. Oil is worthless in a society without consumption.
7. The majority of people can comfortably work from home.
8. Everyone can survive without junk food.
9. Living a hygienic life is not at all difficult.
10. Men can cook too.
11. Media is full of nonsense.
12. Actors are just entertainers, not heroes.
13. Life is fragile, handle with care.
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“ D E C O R AT E D C A R R U N ” - S AT U R D AY, D E C . 1 2 t h
To add some Christmas cheer and of course a bit of fun, we are planning a
‘drive
by’ past a few Seniors Care homes, preferably in our
sports cars. We hope to have as
many of our members
come
out as possible, and if you can, not essential,
please
decorate your vehicle to reflect the season. Masks and distancing
will be
the order of the day and there will be no organized social at the end. (I remember some
years back when our TD was loaded with soft toys including a large giraffe with its head sticking way above the wind-

N e w Ye a r ’ s D a y B U R N 2 0 2 1
We are going to start at 11 am (meet at 1030) from the parking lot at the north end of Elk

Lake (on

Brookleigh Rd).
The run will end at 1550s Pub Style Restaurant (1550 Cedarhill

Cross Rd). There are a

couple of routes planned, so Stu will decide on the

day which one we will take—it all de-

pends on the weather!
•

Stu has decided to
So be

prepared to think and look while enjoying the start of a better
year…………....Bring on 2021!
•

A

add on either a Scavenger Hunt or a Q and A for the run.

The run ends at the 1550s parking lot where Stu will collect your answer sheets.

winner will be announced in January’s Octagon, sorry no prize ... Just the thrill of the win.

You can either stay and enjoy some food and drink at the 1550s pub, which is COVID compliant, or you may want to go home from

Mustard Seed Food Bank
As we are not having our usual Christmas Dinner this year., our annual donation for the Mustard Seed Food Bank is unfortunately
not going to happen. Malcolm has asked if you could help by donating to their Food Bank, as the need is great.
You can donate online by copying the link: http://mustardseed.ca/donations/ You choose how the donation is to be used.
Payments are by Visa or Mastercard. Donations over $20.00 are tax deductable. Receipts can be emailed to you.
Enter Victoria MG Club in the Business or Organization Name Box. They will then know that we are still thinking of them. Monetary donations are worth way more than food donations, as they can purchase food, etc., at wholesale prices.

ZOOM MEETING ... Next Zoom Meeting, Jan 14, 2021 at 7:30 pm
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NEW!!!

PAYING BY CHEQUE: $25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB
Please fill out the following form and mail it, together with your cheque
VMGC, c/o R. Cape, 3923 Onyx Place, Victoria. BC V8P 4T4

PAYING BY E-TRANSFER: You now have this option.

You can E-Transfer your $25.00 directly from your bank account to:
treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca
We have auto deposit for the club account - no password required

PAYING VIA PAY-PAL: www.motorsportreg.com/events/victoria-mg-club2021-membership-headquarters-794121
To pay at Motorsportreg you
need to register with them. If you have not registered with MotorsportReg
they will require that you register, add a password, etc. Please include your
spouse or significate other in the Emergency Contact Field, and we will add
their name to the membership list.

If you are a new member or If your contact info has changed please
send details (or changes) to Stu: membership@victoriamgclub.ca
Thanks a million. (Follow the Application Form on this page.)

Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form

Name:

_____________________________________________________

Spouse/Partner Name: ___________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________
Postal Code____________________
e-mail Address______________________________________________________
Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________
Phone: _________________

Cell: ____________________ Cell: ____________________

Club Use Vehicle(s): ______________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

We have an on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members. It is meant for communication by
Club Members only. So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information
for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________

Always happy to oblige, Stu is at the ready if you
want to sign up and become a member!!
New Memberships are always welcome!
The runs are happening!!

Keep well,
Stay Safe.
Stu
E: membership@victoriamgclub.ca

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter
David Frisby, Malcolm Ives, Susan Chapple, Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore, Ken & Lois Lockley,
Jordon Sandwith and Russ Cape
PLEASE FILL IN ALL YOUR INFO, SO THAT WE CAN CHECK OUR RECORDS
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