
1 

 

                                       

   https://victoriamgclub.ca   

  ISSUE:   15 

Sept/Oct 2020 

 

 

 Cover 

 

Pg  2 Editorial 

 Executive List 

Pg  3 The Driver’s View 

Pg  4     Minutes of Zoom M. 

Pg  5 NOTH 

Pg  6  Electrical Tips 

Pg  7 Circle Tour  

Pg. 8 Circle Tour cont. 

Pg   9    Circle Tour cont. 

Pg  10  Classifieds 

Pg 11   The Road Ahead 

Pg 12  Membership & 

Thankyou’s 

   

    (Photo: Genny C)   

Side Road to Marina, P.Renfrew  

https://victoriamgclub.ca/


2 

 

From the Editor’s Desk ….. 
           September 27/2020 

 
 

 

Hi all 

What a month it has been  -  I hope everyone faired well through the smoky skies and kept safe.  At 

least that is all we had to suffer in that regard and did not have to try and battle the flames.  There have 

been a few incidents on the island, but they were thankfully dealt with very quickly.  

This club never ceases to amaze me.  We are a small group of 65 memberships.   The mix is incredible, 

but one common theme is that we all love to drive.   Please keep your eyes on the Upcoming Events 

Page—or watch your email inbox for ’specials’. 

THE TIME FOR GENERAL QUESTIONS, at the Zoom Meetings can be very interesting.   Personally I found 

this most helpful and was able to get answers and suggestions to an upholstery problem.  Others had mechanical 

questions.  Do join the meeting, not only with the hope of getting your own questions answered but, you may also be 

able to help someone else out of a problem.   What do you have in mind?   You will receive an email link two or three 

days before the Zoom Meeting.  Watch for it!  (The meeting is on the 19th this month). 

I saw this on a sign at the Sahtlam Fire Hall along the Cowichan Lake Road  -    

                                           “ IF YOU THINK ABOUT IT, A KANGAROO IS JUST A T-REX DEER “ 

 

Patricia 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020 VMGC Executive   -   Email List 

President Malcom Ives president@victoriamgclub.ca 

Vice-President Gail Adams   
Secretary Susan Chapple secretary@victoriamgclub.ca 

Treasurer Russ Cape treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Events Derrick Sparks events@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Motorsport Dave Shepherd motorsport@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Membership Stu Moore membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

Appointed Positions 

Newsletter Patricia Sparks newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca 

Webmaster Marc Speed webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca 

Historian Armande Morton   
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It’s hard to reconcile this is the end of September,  where did the 
summer go? 

 
September is leaving us with some nice driving weather and scenery.   As a club we 

like many others, have been curtailed a bit by the Covid 19 pandemic and here on Vancouver Island we 
have been very lucky, of course we are not out of the woods yet, hard to predict when but I will  leave that 
to others to calculate. 
 
As a club we have a strong membership and a “clean” list of members, with our great online Octagon and 
zoom meetings we are doing the best we can whilst making sure that we all stay safe.  
 
For members that have not yet tried to use Zoom …. it is very easy, so no need to miss a meeting,  
Susan Chapple is our zoom manager (host)  she sets up the meetings, and we send you an invitation link to 
it, It takes a bit of playing with but like driving a standard transmission car, once you have the hang of it you 
can “Zoom” away! 
 
The zoom platform that we use does have a small monthly charge which the executive approved, so the 
more members on it the more value we get, its a great way to be at a meeting, without the drive and, the 
good news is you don’t have to leave home. 
 
The big circle run that was cancelled, then put on the following week was, I believe a big success .  Unfortu-
nately I had to miss it! (and I really like that area of the Island).  I’m sure the details of the trip will be in the 
Octagon for me to read about , but not quite the same though. 
 
The collector car market is very lively at the moment and some great deals are still being found out there. 
Our LBC’s (Little British Cars) continue to creep up in value as well as being great fun to own. 
 
As the second Monday of the month is Thanksgiving, the general club meeting will be on the third Monday 
which is October 19th, as has been our practice.   Hope to see you there via Zoom, It is surprising what 
comes up at the zoom meetings and I see some positive and informative info being  exchanged amongst 
members. 
 
Malcolm 
 

 
 

 

 

from  

            The Driver’s View! 

Malcolm Ives 
VMGC President.  
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MINUTES of the MG CLUB General Zoom Meeting dated Sept 14, 2020 

 

MG Club Meeting September 14, 2020 

Meeting conducted via Zoom 

Meeting called to order 7:15 pm 

Executive present: Malcolm Ives, Russ Cape, Susan Chapple, Derrick Sparks, Pat Sparks, Dave Shepherd. 

Regrets: Gayle Adams, Stu Moore 

Including the executive 11 club members attended the meeting. 

SECRETARY:        No report from Susan. Malcom said we have received a couple of newsletters from other clubs. 

TREASURER:       Bank balance is 7850.46 

MEMBERSHIP:   Membership stands at 65 

NEWSLETTER:    Graham and Licette are on a BC tour, exploring our wonderful province. They will be sending updates 

to be included in the newsletter. 

Mike Owen could possibly do an article about how to winterize your car. 

EVENTS:             Plans for the circle tour are in place. Derrick will be checking the weather reports and will confirm 

probably on Friday if the tour will go ahead or not. 

North of the Malahat ice cream run, September 30 will be the last run for the year. 

Armande Morton has some ideas for a virtual Christmas party. Also something fun to do in October. No details were 

shared. 

Rick Williams had some restoration questions for his MGA. Several ideas were presented to him. The discussion grew 

to provide information to several people about different cars. Both long time and new members gained a lot of 

knowledge from this how to and where to go session. 

 

Meeeting adjourned 8:00 

 

Next date for a GENERAL ZOOM MEETING:      Monday  - Oct 19 at 7:00 pm 

You will receive an email from Patricia Sparks.   However Susan wanted to let you know, that our new system for joining the meeting, is 

‘automatic’.  The meetings held in August went smoothly, everyone was able to join in without an issue. 

When you receive an invitation to a zoom meeting,  “JUST CLICK ON THE LINK” which appears just below "JOIN ZOOM MEETING".    

A passcode is also issued by Zoom, which you will probably not need, but have it handy just in case.  It is a good idea to join the meeting 

about 5 minutes before it is scheduled to begin, however if you are late that’s ok too, as you can just join in.   

Looking forward to seeing you again! 
Susan 



5 

 

   

  NORTH  

   OF THE  

   MALAHAT 

 

                         ___________________________ 

Malcolm Baster 

  

 

The Last Ice Cream Run of the Season! 

Very fortunately the weather was warm and windless for our last Ice Cream Run of the 

year.  Due to the Law of Diminishing  Daylight, we started a half hour earlier than nor-

mal, which proved a wise move as our destination Sweet Meadows Market closed con-

siderably earlier than in previous months. 

A group of us met at our customary spot at the Valleyview Centre, and another group 

proceeded directly to the Market. 

We bought our ice cream, and repaired to the area behind the Market, where we 

wolved the world’s problems as we watched daylight slowly fade into darkenss. 

Then it was home time, and the contemplation of many months before the start of the 

2021 Ice Cream Run season. 

Malcolm 
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My most frequent telephone calls are often about electrical prob-
lems.  “My car won’t start” or “the lights don’t work” or… 
 
For starters, understanding the wiring diagrams and being able to 
identify wires is essential for this work.  British wiring harnesses follow 
a standard colour coding system.  The colours on older cars with origi-
nal cloth covering are often faded which makes identification diffi-
cult.  Newer harnesses with PVC covering are easy to trace on a wiring 
diagram when fault finding.  
 

These tests involve using a basic 12-volt test light to test electrical 
circuits – not the self-powered variety.    
 

A test lead is also needed.  Ensure the test light is working by con-
necting it to the battery.   To avoid corrosion or cutting a wire, it is 
better to test the end of a wire rather than penetrating a wire with 
the sharp probe.  Note: The brightness of the test light is a good indi-
cator of the power or voltage of the battery. 
 

Fuse box – The fuse box is very often the main culprit for electrical 
problems.  Attach the alligator clip of a test light to a suitable ground 
such as the engine.  With the ignition on, probe the power-in set 
screw and power-out screw to see if the test light lights up.   If the 
power-in screw is okay but the power-out isn’t, the problem is either 
a blown fuse or corrosion on the fuse holder clip.  Clean up the con-
tact with a roll of sandpaper and gently squeeze the clip if needed to 
ensure a snug fit for the fuse.  This is important if the car is used infre-
quently or stored in a damp area.  

As a precaution, test the fuse by placing one end in the fuse holder 
clip and probe the power-out end of the fuse.  Always use the correct 
amperage fuses.  Apply a small amount of dialectic grease to the fuse 
or clips to ensure a good contact.  Also, check the end of the screw for 
corrosion.  Trim the wire end if needed and ensure the screws are 
snug.    

On MGBs, if the plastic dust cover for the fuse box is missing, replace 
it.  

Tail lights – The bullet connectors for tail lights originally had the wire 
folded over the bullet and were not soldered.  Check the tightness of 
the connection and apply dialectic grease.  Check the light socket for 
corrosion and clean with a pointed wire brush as needed.  With the 
light switch on and using a test light that is grounded to the light sock-
et itself, probe the terminal in the socket for power.  Apply dialectic 
grease to the socket.  Also, test to ensure the socket is properly 
grounded.  These procedures can also be used for checking parking 
and headlights. Check the light bulb to ensure it is not burned 
out.  First, clean the contacts of any corrosion.  A simple test is to hold 
one end of a test lead against the base of the bulb.  Then connect the 
bulb terminal and the other end of the lead against the battery termi-
nals. 
 
Brake light switch – A common problem with brake lights is a brake 
light switch failure.  After-market switches are often poorly made or 
allow silicon brake fluid to leak into the switch.   Using a test lead with 
the ignition on, bridge the set screws on the switch.  If the brake lights  

work, the switch is faulty.  Another approach is to disconnect the 
wires and use an “open” cotter pin inserted into push-in connectors to 
bypass the switch.  For later MGBs with a mechanical switch, test the 
wires on the brake pedal box on the firewall.  These frequently cor-
rode. 
 
Ignition switch – The most common problem with the ignition switch 
is a loose connection caused by years of vibration.  When driving, the 
engine may intermittently cut out.  Use a flashlight under the dash to 
check for a loose wire to the switch.  Tighten the screws as a precau-
tion. 
 
Tail and licence plate wiring – A break – from a rear end collision – in 
the red wire to the tail lights and licence plate light can result in a burn 
out of the wiring harness.   It is a good idea to install a 10 amp in-line 
fuse in the wire.  Austin Healeys are particular susceptible with the 
licence plate light set low on the bumper. 
 
Bad ground check – A test light is most often used to test for pow-
er.  It can be used “in reverse” to test for a bad ground connec-
tion.  Power-up the light by connecting the alligator clip to a power 
source.  On the MGA, the most convenient source will be the “live” 
power-in terminal at the fuse box.  Test any ground with the probe – 
using a long test lead if necessary – and if it lights up, the ground is 
good.  
 
Batteries – Battery posts and clamps should be cleaned of corrosion 
regularly with a mixture of baking soda and hot water.   Apply dialectic 
grease or vaseline to the posts.  As well, remove, clean and re-tighten 
the bolts used to clamp the cables.   Put red paint on the positive 
battery post, clamp and cable to clearly mark the positive terminal.  
 
Today’s batteries are sealed and the cells cannot be topped up.  Be-
cause batteries will sulphate over time, they have a lifespan of about 
five years when used regularly – likely less if used infrequently.   Take 
an older battery to an auto electrical shop for a load test to ensure it 
has the needed cranking power.   
 
Today’s batteries are sealed and the cells cannot be topped up.  Be-
cause batteries will sulphate over time, they have a lifespan of about 
five years when used regularly – likely less if used infrequently.   Take 
an older battery to an auto electrical shop for a load test to ensure it 
has the needed cranking power.   
 
When storing the car, it is a good idea to use a battery maintainer to 
maintain the charge.  Disconnect the battery by removing the ground 
cable and connect the maintainer to both battery posts.  Better yet, 
remove the battery from the car.  Another idea is to install a battery 
cut-off or isolator switch in an inconspicuous location for charging and 
security purposes.  
One last thing, consider doing these checks as 
part of an annual maintenance plan. 
 
Mike                                                 

The Garage – by Mike Owen of Owen Automotive

From MG Midget Workshop Manual 

Extracted from yr2000 Notes 
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Victoria MG Club Great Circle Tour 2020 

The 2020 Great Circle Tour started at the 

SySco parking lot as planned by our Tour-

master Stu Moore.  Four cars and seven 

intrepid travellers left the gathering place 

at 9:00 PM, give or take a couple of 

minutes since some of us are more intrepid 

than others.  The drive up the Malahat 

was blessed with sun- shine (yaay), no smoke (booo), light traffic 

and some of the trees had started getting their color change early. 

We arrived at the Valleyview parking lot a bit early but several of our North of the Malahat 

contingent were already there.  Others continued to arrive and by the appointed departure 

time we were joined by six more cars and 11 people.  We even had a couple of groupies who 

couldn't participate in the tour but still came to see us off.  It was good to see Marie B and 

Marie H, although with social distancing in effect we didn't get too close. 

Our route from Valleyview took us along the old road through Duncan and on to Cowichan 

Lake.  It was a different route with different scenery and doubly enjoyable as a result.  From 

Lake Cowichan we took the old forestry road down the coast to Port Renfrew.  The road is 

paved the whole way although there are a couple of good sized potholes ready to swallow up unsuspecting little 

British cars.  I'm pleased to report that to the best of my knowledge we didn't lose anyone.  

I'm not so pleased to report that there was at least one driver in an RV who seemed un-

aware that a long line of sports cars behind you on a twisty winding road is an excellent 

reason to pull over.  In any event we did pull over to visit the giant Harris Creek Sitka 

Spruce tree located just a short walk from the road.  The giant seemed friendly enough but 

I didn't see any sign of Rusty or Jerome, perhaps they were social distancing too.  Leaving 

the giant in peace the convoy continued on, minus the RV (yaay) to picnic on the Pacheed-

aht Band’s Beach just outside Port Renfrew. 

Cars were parked, legs were stretched and the food and various paraphernalia (yes that’s 

the correct spelling) was unpacked and carried down to the beach where a picnic ensued.  The weather contin-

ued to cooperate and everyone had a good time visiting (at a distance of course), eating and watching the kayakers, fishermen, 

dogs and kids at the beach.  The sunshine and food naturally led to thoughts of ice cream (this is the Victoria MG Club we're talking 

about).  After a brief visit to the thriving metropolis of Port Renfrew where we discovered a new seaside pub and took a long walk 

on the pier it was decided that better ice cream might be found in Sooke.  At this point some of the North of the Malahat group 

decided to return via the same route and not sample the delights of Sooke.   Len and Bonnies' MGA decided it didn't want to play 

anymore and began leaking coolant.  What was at first thought to be a leaky overflow soon turned into a defective water pump 

which got progressively worse.  Surprisingly Len didn't have a spare with him so with typical MG Club 

ingenuity and teamwork everyone dug out their water bottles, thermoses and various and sundry other 

containers and donated the water to the cause.  After several stops at campgrounds along the way to 

keep the radiator topped up the ailing "A" made it to Sooke.  With Len and Bonnie safely delivered to a 

gas station where they could get a suitably large con- tainer for water, the Great Circle Tour was con-

cluded. 

Almost forgot, we did get ice cream in Sooke. After all it was a Victoria MG Club event and treats are con-

sidered de rigeur.  A good time was had by all, even Len and Bonnie, who did get home safely if a little 

later than planned. 

David Shepherd                                                                                                   Photos: Genny C,  Evie & David F, Malcolm B & Pat S 

 

Photo: Evie F 
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Photo: Pat Photo: Pat 

Photo: David F 

Photo: Genny C 

Photo: Genny C 

Photo: Genny C 
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Circle Tour Picnic on the Beach at the 

Pacheedaht Band’s Campground across the 

bay from Port Renfrew. 

Thankyou to the band for allowing us use 

their beach without charge 

Photo: Pat 

Photo: Pat 
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C L A S S I F I E D  I T E M S     newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca 

 

L isted for a max 2 months.........Unless otherswise advised.    Please advise if the  item sells, or if there are any changes .   
Please email your wants and for sale ads to me.   Do not rely on me picking them up at a meeting, there is too much that can go wrong. 

FOR IFURTHER NFORMATION ON THE ADVERTS, i.e. Photos, Condition, etc., please contact the seller directly.    

Still struggling with Points & Condenser?  =   YOU NEED A PERTRONIX IGNITION SET! 
 

I have a good selection for 4,6,8 & 12 cyl. British Cars.   
VMGC Members receive a discount. 

Enquiries:   Malcolm  250-360-7777 

D E A L E R  

Regular Meeting Place:   2nd Floor, Braefoot Association Building   1359 McKenzie Ave., Victoria. 

                               ALL MEETINGS CANCELLED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE  

1977 MG Midget  - Asking Price: $12,900.00   Excellent condition.   New paint, top, interior carpet, no rips or 

tears in upholstery, tires, brakes, wheels bearings, AC Delco fuel pump, Webber Carburetor, pioneer stereo in 

glove box, resealed engine, rebuilt clutch, resealed transmission.   Original tool kit and 2 manuals.   Mileage 

reads 8383.   Appraisal done July 13, 20.  Red Deer, AB   Contact Larry at  1-403 391-2693.   klmargetts4@telus.net  

 
1973 MGB GT  -  Asking Price: $16,999 OBO     Excellent example of a well-re-stored MGB GT plus this car has 
been lovingly maintained regardless of cost by Alan Petrie.  For more information and photographs:  Please 
text (250) 937-6363 or email: alanpetrie747@gmail.com   Leave your, name, phone number and e-mail please 
and we will get back to you as soon as possible.    Serious enquiries only appreciated, thank you.                      

 

1952 MG TD  - Asking Price $28,000    This car is in perfect condition like new and drives the same. 
For more details please call David Fletcher, 250-654-0003, Cell# 780-598-0244   
or email “signalelectric@telus.net”                                                                                                                             

 
 

 
FOR SALE:  1967 MGB Chrome Bumper, in very good condition.    Photos I received shows that the car was 
looked after, and garage kept.   The body, upholstery and engine bay are in clean condition.   
Offers.   Betty Fulton  -  fultonfarm@hotmail.com                                                                                                   

  

  a)   1969 Jaguar E-Type 2+2 Auto Less than 20K from new!  Island Car a “specimen” car 

  b)   V12 Jaguar E-Type automatic Convertible in very good condition 

  Call Malcolm at 250-360-7777 for further information.                                                                    

tel:403%20391-2693
mailto:klmargetts4@telus.net
about:blank
mailto:signalelectric@telus.net
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For those of  us who went on the Circle Tour, the 20th could not have been more perfect.   The smoke disappeared, 

the sky was clear, the temperatures were in the 20’s and there was minimal traffic on the road.   Can I say more!!   It 

was a day beyond belief!! 

Hopefully we will still be able to enjoy future events such as this.   We are a sports car club and going on longer drives 

is a great way to ‘exercise the cars’ and rejuvenate our minds.   In 2018 a small group went to Radium via the Trans 

Canada Hwy, and returned via the Kootenays.   That too was a trip never to be forgotten.  This year we did the Circle 

Tour but the one trip that had been planned for, but is now on hold, was to Malcolm Island , with a two night stay.  

Maybe next year!! 

The local drives are equally as good and we just don’t have to drive as far.   All of these drives prove that getting out in 

our cars, having an ice cream cone, or just being out there with fellow Club Members, is  a soul warming experience.   

As we move forward we will hopefully be able to have a run each month, although with the increasing infection num-

bers, we may have to curtail that to a drive only without meeting up at the end.   We will see. 

I would like to thank Stu Moore for doing an outstanding job in leading the Circle Tour on the 20th, as well as to all 

who participated in the event.  

 

October:    We do have some run ideas that are in the works and will advise by email. 

November and December:   There is nothing planned and this is your opportunity to come up with ideas and send 

them to me.   We will go from there.   Remember this will include The Annual Christmas (Holiday) Function which has 

to be totally different for this year.    

Thank you in advance!! 
 

 

 

Derrick  

250-658-8614 

events@victoriamgclub.ca 

 

 

                        ZOOM MEETING  ...  General Meeting Oct 19  at 7:00 pm 
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Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form 
 

There are two payment options available for you: 

PAYING ON LINE :   please copy and paste the following link into your web-browser:    msreg.com/Vmgc2020  . If you have not registered with MotorsportReg  they 

will require that you register, add a password, etc.       Payment by Credit Card. 

 

BY CHEQUE:  $25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB    You can either   

mail it to the address in the text box, or bring it to the next meeting.      

Please fill out the following form: 

 

Name:  _____________________________________________________ 

Spouse/Partner Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code____________________  

e-mail Address______________________________________________________ 

Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________  

Phone: _________________         Cell: ____________________   Cell: ____________________ 

Club Use Vehicle(s):   ______________________________________________________________________________________________  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

We have a new on-line membership list which is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members.   It is meant for communica-

tion by Club Members only.   So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal 

information for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal      

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________  

Stu Moore, 
membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

VMGC 

c/o  R. Cape 

3923 Onyx Place 

Victoria.   BC   V8P 4T4 

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter 
Derrick Sparks, Stu Moore, Malcolm Baster, Malcolm Ives , David Shepherd, Genny Cape 

 Evie & David Frisby 
 

IF YOUR MEMBERSHIP INFO  HAS CHANGED—PLEASE CONTACT STU 

Always happy to oblige,  Stu is at the ready if you want to 

sign up and become a member!! 

New Memberships are always welcome! 

     The runs are happening!! 

            Keep well,  

                   Stay Safe. 

                          Stu   -    membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

http://msreg.com/Vmgc2020

