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Well today is a great bright sunny day and it looks promising for the start of 
spring and summer driving. Are your cars ready to go?  
 
If you have a modern vehicle then it’s pretty simple,  gas in the tank tire pres-
sures set, and it's ready, checking things between regular maintenance seems 

at times redundant, we do it anyway but seldom does anything need topping up or adjusting.  Modern technology in 
automobiles is truly amazing, they perform well and keep on going for the most part. 
 
However, if you have a car that is older, then the story changes.  You will need to check it over even more so if it’s been in storage 
for a while:-  

 
Rodents enjoy our cars almost as much as us, from tasty things to chew on, to comfortable places to build nests in, so a 
good look around before the first start up is always a good idea to avoid a nasty surprise! 

 
Fluids to check, tire pressures, lights, wipers and a whole bunch more before the great wash and vacuum. 
 
Insurance to buy, and open roads to explore.  

 
Our events group have been working hard to find nice drives to go on, either in the easy to use modern cars or those 
great collectibles that some of us are merely caretakers of for the next generation of proud owners. I think that pride 
of ownership, be it a very tatty older well-worn car that’s going to be restored one day, or a new modern car, it is what 
keeps us enthused about our modes of transports whatever it is. 
 
We have a great speaker lined up for the 9th of March meeting Ryland Morris who has a small company that specializ-
ing in property maintenance.  Ryland will give us information, tips, and idea’s on  pressure washing, right and wrong 
ways of doing it, moss removal, gutters, siding, window cleaning. 
 
I am in discussion with the Braefoot Association re the echo effect in the large room that we now rent from them for 
our regular meeting and they promise to try and fix it for us. I think with a larger group it would be less of a problem 
but with a small group some of our members have remarked on the noise level  so it’s in hand, so to speak. 
  
Look forward to seeing you at the next meet (see list of events in this copy of the octagon. 
Malcolm 

MEMBERSHIP NOTES:    

Thankyou to those that have sent in their renewals.  We have 

decided to extend the deadline and that this will be the last 

issue of of The Octagon to be  sent via email to  non-

renewals.  Please either go online or mail a cheque and the 

Membership Form on the last page to:  

Russ Cape,  3923 Onyx Place, Victoria.  BC,   V8P 4T4     

Keep those memberships coming in. 

Stu Moore    membership@victoriamgclub.ca  

 2020 VMGC Executive   -   Email List  

President (acting) Malcom Ives president@victoriamgclub.ca 

Vice-President Gail Adams  

Secretary Susan Chapple secretary@victoriamgclub.ca 

Treasurer Russ Cape treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Events Derrick Sparks events@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Motorsport Dave Shepherd motorsport@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Membership Stu Moore membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

Newsletter Patricia Sparks newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca 

Webmaster Marc Speed webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca 

Historian Armande Morton  
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            The Driver’s View! 
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NOTES FROM THE FEBRUARY 10th MEETING OF THE VMG Club. 

 

THE February Meeting at the Braefoot Community Hall went off very well with approximately 20 people in attendance.   

There were two very important events taking place that night, besides being the first night at our new facilities, and 

that was the Election and Approval of Susan Chapple as the new Secretary of VMG Club.  Welcome to the Executive 

Susan.  (Sorry, we did not get a photograph of this, but Susan 

is sitting at the head table in the photo below). 

The second important event was the Presentation of the 

Mike Manning Award to Bryan Teppin for his everyday use of 

his 1979 MGB LE.   Bryan drives his car everyday.   He uses it 

for regular personal transportation; and for the most unusual 

feat—as a small delivery vehicle, including, as a means of 

getting greenery, grass clippings and other garden waste to 

the Saanich Recycling Centre by stuffing it into garbage bags 

and carefully packing them into the MGB.  One trip saw 16 

garbage bags of clippings, etc., being unloaded at the Saanich 

Recycle Centre off  Borden Street  -  which was reported to 

Derrick Sparks by a very reliable source.    To top it off, the 

MGB is extremely well maintained and kept spotless!   A tro-

phy well deserved—and a car well used. 
                    (continued on next page) 
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Meeting called to order 7:15 

 

Russ Cape reported that 2019 Treasurer’s books had been au-

dited by Hugh Carroll in December 2019 and all is in order. He 

moved the treasurer’s report be accepted as read, seconded by 

Armande Morton. Approved. 

As a member has stepped forward to fill the Secretary position, 

Malcolm Ives called three times for any further nominations. 

No further nominations received. Susan Chapple is now secre-

tary. 

Membership – Stu Moore reported there are now 42 paid 

members. 

Newsletter – More input is always welcome. 

Treasurer – Balance is now $8023. 

VP – Speakers for March and April have been contacted. Ryland 

Morris will talk about power washing and Kevin Crawford from 

Sun Life Canada will talk about financial matters. 

John Beresford will be contacted to speak about his participa-

tion in Peking to Paris 2019 rally. 

Events – 35 people took part in the New Year’s Burn. 

Feb 16  Valentine Run to Randy Slade’s home for treats infor-

mation on the web site. Meet at Hamsterley Beach at 1:00 for a 

1:15 departure. Phil Winterbottom will lead the drive to 

Randy’s. 

March 8  Garage Tour – Pat Leask is the new owner of Hugh’s 

TD and is finishing the restoration. 

April 19  -  Soupcon run to John and Mary Braybrooks home. If 

you can supply a soup call Mary. 

Motorsports – Insurance has been looked after. Dave Shep-

herd is organizing two slaloms, one in June second in Septem-

ber. Dave will have more info on the dates next meeting. 

Inventory of equipment is being done. 

-Mike Manning award was presented to Brian Teppin. 

-It was noted that sound in the new meeting room is poor. 

Malcolm will talk to Braefoot Association for a possible reme-

dy. 

-Pat Sparks and the Webmaster are planning to compile a 

membership list to put on the web site. This will be password 

protected for club members to have access. Listing will include 

name, email, phone and type of cars) owned. Password will be 

changed annually. 

-Wants and for sales forwarded to Pat will be in the next Octa-

gon. 

-Malcolm spoke briefly about new version of LED lights. He 

said new ones are very good and project light farther. He will 

be installing a set on the car of one of his clients and will have 

a garage tour when he is doing this. 

Meeting adjourned 8:45 

Victoria MG Club 

MINUTES of the GENERAL MEETING FEBRUARY 10, 2020 

     VALENTINE’S DAY RUN 
        

Ten enthusiastic members took part last  Sunday in the annual Valentine's Day Run.  The combination of Valentine's Day,  and 

a Family Day holiday weekend resulted in fewer members participating than in prior years, nevertheless, everyone enjoyed 

themselves. 

The weather was iffy, unable to decide whether to be sunny or rainy, so no top down cars were present, members opting 

instead for their daily drivers. However, the sun did prevail, resulting in a pleasant sunny drive. Starting from Hamsterly 

Beach parking lot on Brookleigh Rd, the route wound through West Saanich Road, Wallace Drive and Mt Newton 

Cross Road to Randy  and Heather's house in North Saanich where a warm outdoor fire greeted the members.  

After warming and holding small dogs from circling eagles, we all went inside for coffee, treats and conversa-

tion. Everyone enjoyed themselves and left with smiles.  
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C L A S S I F I E D S  
I T E M S    

 
L isted for a max 2 months..... 
....Unless otherswise advised. 

Please advise if the  item sells, or if there are 
any changes 

Please send me your ads,  even if you 
request something at a meeting.    The onus 
is on you to ‘get it sold’  The Octagon is one 
of the ways through which you can do that. 

We all need your ad to accomplish that 

FOR SALE: 
a)   1969 Jaguar E-Type 2+2 Auto Less than 20K from new!  Island Car a “specimen” car 
b)   V12 Jaguar E-Type automatic Convertible in very good condition 
Call Malcolm at 250-360-7777 for further information.                 01/31 
————— 
c)   Early 1974 MGB : Restoration project.  -  Jim has three pages of information on his MGB.   Lots of work al-
ready done on the car. The engine has had the Block stripped and Magnafluxed. Bored out to 30 thousand over-
size, and rebuilt with all new parts.  The tranny has been fitted with Laycock Overdrive LH.  New parts installed 
in engine bay as well as cockpit, plus lots of new parts waiting to be installed.                    
Jim McDonald at : 250 483-5153 : Cell 250 710-2521 :  e-mail :  jwmc@shaw.ca  for full information           02/29 
—————  
d)  1975 MGB Restoration project Asking $9000 : Restoration  project. This car was intended to be a 100% res-
toration project but must be sold for personal reasons. Body has been totally refurbished from all rust with new 
Heritage body parts which include floor pans, cross member, rocker panels, half fenders, partial rear quarter. 
The car has been sandblasted (hood not sandblasted) and epoxy primed and ready for body work, paint and 
assembly. I spent $4500 having the work done at body shop. Perfect for someone to complete the restoration. 
Jim Antonissen at   250-896-0796  :  E-mail:  jantonissen@shaw.ca    for full information                               02/29 

————- 

If you would like to place an ad please  e-mail:     newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca  

DO YOU NEED A PERTRONIX IGNITION SET? 
 

I have a good selection for 4,6,8 & 12 cyl. British Cars.   
VMGC Members receive a discount. 

Enquiries:   Malcolm  250-360-7777 

D E A L E R  

Life's Rich or I Wish I Had Read This Before I Started!! 
Submitted by Rich Powell—(a few years ago) 

The first temptation is to remove all of the chrome and rubber, fill the holes and paint your dream car that special colour lurking in our 
minds eye.    After the third tow bill or the second late for work, you'll regret it. Cosmetics are the last step. The following plan of attack 
was formulated over the years and has been synthesized from a multitude of experiences. Subject to debate, true, the following five step 
guide can help you avoid most of the problems inherent with a car ten years old and older. Always remember, don't throw anything away 
before you get the restoration or replacement parts. 
                                                                    
(01) Stopping   Attack the braking system as a compete system. If a car is ten years old; kit all the cylinders, turn the drums and replace the 
shoes and or pads. For a car twenty years old; replace all the cylinders where possible with new and do the rest. Don't forget the clutch 
and slave cylinder to complete the hydraulics where applicable. Flush brake fluid. Now both your car and your life are protected. 
 
(02) Starting and Electrical   Number one problem here is getting those little electrics out of the battery and over into the engine. A new 
battery is standard, but the battery terminals and cables along with the ground strap should be replaced. A new solenoid, regulator and re-
manufactured starter and generator, conjunctive with the plugs, points, condenser, rotor, cap, wire set and sports coil, all installed at the 
same time will complete the attack on both areas. Now, whenever you turn the key, something should happen. 
 
(03) Fuel    All cars have now gone through the fuel crisis and probably are carrying a full complement of crud, corruption, muck and goo in 
the tank, lines and carburettor. If the car is fifteen years old, or more, steam clean the tank, clean and coat the inside with one of the space 
age chemicals available. Blow out the lines, clean the fuel pump, if electric replace the points, rebuild the carb or carbs and, finally, install 
an in line fuel filter. Now the electrics can explode the gases. 
 
(04) Cooling    All English cars overheat … bunk! Back flush the engine and heater core and have a radiator shop clean and core the radia-
tor. Double change the oil and filter, adjust the valves, check the water pump, replace if questionable, replace all hoses and fan belts and, 
finally, research the market and refill with a coolant mixture. Now, it shouldn't overheat, leak or diesel. 
 
(05) And Much More   Everything not discussed thus far comes next. Now that your car stops, starts and runs dependably as any automo-
bile … have fun! Keep 'em On The Road!! 

T E C H  T I P S  

 

B I T S  a n d  P I E C E S  

mailto:jantonissen@shaw.ca


6 

 

A Tribute to 
Hugh Carroll 

Photo Armande Morton 

Photo Evie Frisby 

Photo: Evie Frisby Photo Evie Frisby 

Photo Pat S 

Photo Pat S 

Photo Pat S Photo Pat S 
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Regular Meeting Place:   2nd Floor, Braefoot Association Building   1359 Mckenzie Ave., Victoria. 

Meet:    Second Monday of each month          Time:   Meet 7:15 pm         NEXT MEETING:    MARCH 9th, 2020 

The events plan for 2020 is to offer at least one run a month and we are always open to ideas and suggestions.   Vol-

unteers are very much appreciated.  Look over the list carefully, there are some great runs planned, both local and  

up-island. 

 

Proposed Events for 2020 (Subject to change)   

March 8  Garage Tour     Derrick  
                                On Sunday, Mar 8, we will visit two garages, taking in the work in progress on a couple of MG;s, an E-Type and 
  possibly a Morgan.  We will end with a social. Meet at Hamsterly  Beach Park at the north end of Elk Lake at 
  1:00 pm with a 1.15 pm sharp departure. 
 

April 19  Soupcon Run       Derrick                                

May 3  Restoration Fair  Stu and Dave Sheppard.    

May 16-17 VanDusen ABFM/Sea to Sky. Vancouver/Whistler.   

May 25-27  North Island, Pt McNeil, Sointula, Alert Bay Dave Frisby  

June 1-5  NAMGAR GT45 (MGA)    

June 21  Fathers Day Picnic.  Beacon Hill Park             

June 28  Sooke Museum, Salmon BBQ, Coffee.            Malcolm/Gayle  

June 28-July 1 Calgary NAMGBR, (MGB)                  Stu  

July 1  Saltspring Canada Day Show & Shine.            

July 12  Brits on the Beach, Ladysmith.                         OECC  

Aug 2  Circle Tour: Victoria-Cobble Hill-Lake Cowichan-Pt Renfrew-Victoria. Dave F/Stu  

Aug 8  Club BBQ and Social, Shawnigan Lake            Gayle  

Aug 16  English Car Affair in the Park. (Windsor Park, Oak Bay, for 2020)         OECC 

Sept 9-15          Portland ABFM.      (MGB)                  Dave S /Randy                            

Oct 25   Oak Bay Ramble.                Armand  

Nov   Guy Forkes                   Randy   

Dec                MG Club Seasonal Dinner and Social             Eleanor/Derrick 

 Please refer to the Website for details as and when they come up.   
Call or email:   Derrick—250-658-8614 or  events@victoriamgclub.ca 
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FOR YOUR INTEREST   -   OUT OF TOWN EVENTS  in 2020     

All British Field Meet,  Vancouver  =  Sat. May 16th   Marques Triumph Stag & English Fords 

MG 2020 Calgary, AB.    June 28—July 1st   https://namgbr.org/mg2020-2/    (MGB’s) 

GT-45 Colorado Springs CO  Event:  June 1-5   http://www.namgar.com/events/category/gt-45_colorado_springs_co/   (MGA’s) 

Portland All British Field Meet  -  Saluting 90 years of MG   (All MG’s)  - September 11th, 12th & 13th 2020     
 

There are members of the club that will be participating in some of the above events.   If you are interested, 
please let Derrick know and he will send on the pertinent information to you.     

 

SLALOM:   Dave Shepherd  plans to have two Slalom events at the Western Speedway.  

Volunteers are always needed and the job can make for a very interesting day out at the track.   
 

If you would like to take in some of the out-of-town events: 
 

Subject: Motorsport/track/race events within 300 miles of V8X 1V8  
 "MotorsportReg.com Events Calendar" <msrhelp@motorsportreg.com> 

 
 
 
 

 
NORTH OF THE MALAHAT 

          March 2020 
 
                        Malcolm has advised that they have two local events lined up for the month: 

 
Mar 8    MGC Brunch  11:00 am  Arbutus Ridge Golf Course, 3515 Telegraph Road, Cobble Hill 
 
Mar 25  NOTH Hot Chocolate Run   7:00 pm,  Mill Bay Tim Hortons 

Thanks to the following for their contributions to this month’s newsletter:   Malcolm Baster, Malcolm Ives, Derrick Sparks,  David 
Frisby, Susan Chapple 

                       The Road Ahead    

                         Continued ..                          

Please refer to the Website for details as and when they come up.   

Call or email:   Derrick—250-658-8614 or  events@victoriamgclub.ca 

A Celebration of Life for Hugh Carroll will take place on  

April 4, between 2 –4, at the Royal Victoria Yacht Club, 3475 Ripon Road 

https://namgbr.org/mg2020-2/
http://www.namgar.com/events/article/gt-45_colorado_springs_co/gt-45_colorado_springs_-_register_now/
http://www.namgar.com/events/category/gt-45_colorado_springs_co/
http://motorsportreg.com/
mailto:msrhelp@motorsportreg.com
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Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form 
 

There are two payment options available for you: 

PAYING ON LINE :   please copy and paste the following link into your web-browser:    msreg.com/Vmgc2020  . If you have not registered with MotorsportReg  they 

will require that you register, add a password, etc.       Payment by Credit Card. 

 

BY CHEQUE:  $25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB    You can either   

mail it to the address in the text box, or bring it to the next meeting.      

Please fill out the following form: 

 

Name:  _____________________________________________________ 

Spouse/Partner Name:  ___________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code____________________  

e-mail Address______________________________________________________ 

Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________  

Phone: _________________         Cell: ____________________   Cell: ____________________ 

Vehicle 1:      Yr: ____________   Make:   _____________________________  Model: _______________  

Vehicle 2:      Yr: ____________   Make:   _____________________________  Model: _______________  

 

 We would like to make a membership “phone and email list” available to members.  Please check the  boxes if you would like your following information on 

the list.   

The second box applies to your spouse/partner.    

                Member    Spouse/Partner                    Member    Spouse/Partner 
 NAME:         PHONE:      
 CELL:         E-MAIL:     

 CAR(S):      

The membership list is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members.   It is meant for communication by Club Members 

only.   So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use other members’ personal information for any com-

mercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/renewal      

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________  

Spouse/Partner Signature_______________________________   Date____________________________     

 

Stu Moore, 
membership@victoriamgclub.ca 
 

 

VMGC 

c/o  R. Cape 

3923 Onyx Place 

Victoria.   BC   V8P 4T4 

If you have not already registered, please do so soon .   Club membership fees are due Annually at the beginning of 

each year.  THIS IS THE FINAL ISSUE for mailing, to the non-renewals.   Once you renew, you will go back on the list.    

This year we also have the new on-line membership list, for paid-up members only.    

Payment can be made by  PayPal, Cheque or, at the meeting, by cash.         Russ is ready with his receipt book!     

Thank you for your participation.        
Stu Moore,  Membership 

THIS IS THE FINAL ISSUE of The Octagon  
to be emailed to non-paid up members  

http://msreg.com/Vmgc2020

