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 John Instone says:   

    “I think my cat is an M.G  Enthusiast   
            —    It runs in the family 

Photo of Sam  - by John Instone 

Presidents ‘short note’ 
 
 

Well, before I begin with the ‘short’ note, in the last Octagon I men-
tioned that I was still picking strawberries, well today I picked the last 
one till next year. I think that has to be a record for this area out in the 
open and all! 
 
I went up to Arbutus Ridge Golf Course for the MG club Brunch this 
month. It  was a great brunch and lots of members (24) present (more 
about this further in this publication). It was good to touch base with 
our up Island long term members. 
 
Great drive, great weather, good company and good food. 
 

There are lots of things happening in our club and a lot of “behind the scenes” work being done to streamline 
some of the things that we do and to improve the club for all of the members, so in the future you may see 
some changes, these changes are a result of ideas put forward by you the members to the executive to examine 
and to implement.  We have had some great input this year and have, or are putting, some of the suggestions 
into play. so please keep the idea’s coming so we can build a good fun club where we can enjoy our cars. 
 
I have been inquiring about L.E.D. headlamp bulbs and find that there are some really good bulbs out there, 
more on this in a later edition, and hopefully we can have a tech session in the spring of 2020. 
 
Our next big event is the AGM where you get your chance to lead the charge for the MG club in many ways.   
So do come along and participate.  
 
All Executive positions are available! 
 
Last but not least for November is the Festive Dinner on the 29th (have you booked it yet)? 
 
Drive Safe and no Traffic tickets. 
 
                                                    Malcolm  
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Notes from the VMGC General Meeting November 4 
 

The VMGC held a Short Executive and General Meeting at the Club’s Meeting Room, at the Citadel  
 

The Treasurer,  Russ Cape reported that as of Oct 16,2019 we had $8003.13 Total Cash in Bank.  He also noted the 

Club Operations which were as follows: 

          Jan—Nov04,2019            2018 Actual 

 Operating Revenue  $1637.03   $2092.55 

 Operating Expenses    1253.84     2115.95 

 Excess (shortfall)  $  383.19   $   (23.40) 

 

 Slalom Operations: 

 Revenues   $1561.10   $4067.63 

 Expenses       229.00     5093.92 

 Excess (shortfall)  $1322.10              $(1026.29) 

 Not in books:  2019 Track Rental of $1155.00 was Donated by a member   

  

Stu report that Membership, remains steady at 64 members and the membership renewals are due soon. 

 

Derrick advised that 12 members were present at the Burning of the Guy on Nov 2nd     

The next  events were Guy Fawkes at Arbutus Ridge, and  

The Festive Dinner is on Nov. 29th.  A reminder to get your orders in to Eleanor asap.  Details in November Octagon. 

 

Gail, Vice-President has already had one trophy engraved and will be engraving the next one soon. 

 

Everyone is reminded of the AGM on the 9th of December, and to get nominations in to Jim Mills asap.  A slide presen-

tation of the year’s events will be shown. 

 

After the break everyone had a very interesting evening with a Go-Around.  Some very good ideas were discussed  

from a broken rear-view mirror, to insurance, to repairs, restorations and cars for sale by owner and/or with a broker, to 

name a few.                                                                                          
                             Notes taken by Patricia Sparks 

Classifieds and Other Interesting Items: 

 

 

 

 

WANTED: 1970 MGB-GT parts. 
Fuel tank mounting straps,  engine parts , suspension parts 
and any other bits and pieces.  Happy to pick-up. 
Doug Robinson.  
1-250-727-1623   dwindshift@gmail.com 

Submitted by Evie, 

An interesting Video in YouTube re The Sports Car of the Year 

(1955-1956) British Pathé 

https://youtu.be/aqvsjPmhSNg  

Submitted by John Veale, 

SMALL SCARY DETAIL  —  noticed in the 

MustangAero site in Facebook,  

Now if the smoke should leak ……………..   

We hope that there is enough Wiring 

Harness Smoke in the bottle to replace 

that which was lost!!! 

FOR SALE:   1  1969 Jaguar E-Type 2+2 Auto Less than 20K from new!  Island Car a “specimen” car 
                  1   V12 Jaguar E-Type automatic Convertible in very good condition 
                                 As I am a dealer for pertronics Ignition sets for brit. cars I have a good selection for  
   4,6,8, &12 cyl. British cars at a discount to VMGC members 
Enquiries:   Malcolm 250 360 7777  
 

mailto:dwindshift@gmail.com
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G U Y  FAW K E S  DAY  

         AND NOW TO PRESENT TIME ……..      Nov. 2nd 

This year, as often happens, there were two events.   The event at the home 

of Randy and Heather, was held on November 2nd.  Heather prepared a 

huge pot of her delicious Chili, and provided buns, yogurt, cheese and other 

toppings to complement it, while the rest of us provided the desserts.   

Thank heavens for a break in the weather which allowed everyone to sit 

outside and enjoy the firepit in the earlier part of the evening.  We all had to move back quite a bit though when the heat was 

turned up!!  More wood, and the guy! 

      

        MOVING ON TO ……    Nov 5th 

Meanwhile, on November the 5th,  which was Guy Fawkes Day, the NOTH 

group led by Malcolm 

and Lucille Baster, had 

their plans with Chili 

and Desserts as well.  By 

the looks of the plates, everyone enjoyed the meal!   Malcolm reported 

that the strata policy unfortunately prevents the burning of effigies and 

the letting-off of fireworks in the Rose Room at the Arbutus Ridge village.  

But despite 

these odd restrictions, the 20+ celebrants at the event seemingly 

managed to enjoy themselves.   Good company and the presence 

of five different chilis and numerous dessert items, plus coffee, tea 

and other assorted liquid refreshments no doubt added to the 

general well-being.   

We thank all who cooked our chilis and brought our desserts.   

Malcolm & Lucille 

 

Remember, Remember the 5th of November!   A saying that has rung out 
for as long as I can remember.  In the year 1605 Guy Fawkes, due to reli-
gion, tried to blow up the Houses of Parliament and King James 1st, for-
merly James V1, King of Scotland.  Guy Fawkes hid 36 barrels of gunpow-
der in the cellars and was ready to set off the explosion.  But he was 
caught.  

In many countries, including South Afri-
ca, the remembrance is celebrated by 
building a hugh bonfire in an open field 
and placing an effigy of Guy Fawkes on a 
stake at the very top.   The evening cele-
brations included  the setting of the 
bonfire alight.  Fireworks and merri-
ment  took place around the bonfire, 
which usually took a couple of hours to 
burn. 

(As King James 1st, was Scottish, and the son of Mary Stuart, who was the 
reigning Queen of Scotland,  I thought that the symbol created by the fire 
at Randy and Heather’s was very appropriate.  The dragon protecting all!) 
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VMGC BRUNCH  N.O.T.H  

AT THE ARBUTUS RIDGE GOLF COURSE 

SUNDAY, NOV 10 

It was a lovely sunny day.   We were 

sitting in our home, contemplating 

our luck with the weather, when we 

suddenly remembered that we had 

planned to go over the Malahat to 

join Malcolm and the up-island crew 

from the VMGC at their Sunday 

Brunch.   What a rush.  We packed up a couple of items 

and scurried out the door, instructions in hand. 

The  drive up and over the Malahat in the Mini turned 

out to be very pleasant.  The only crowds we saw were 

those gathering at Goldstream Park to view the Salmon 

Run and catch a glimpse of the Eagles hoping for a quick 

lunch. The ‘hat’ itself, had very little traffic, a nice and 

easy trip.   

The Victoria group were not the only ones driving a long 

distance,  Len and Bonnie came all the way from Quali-

cum Beach.   

It certainly was wonderful to meet up with everyone.   

When the Club is spread both South and North of the 

‘hat’, you oftentimes don’t get to meet.   So gathering, 

as we did on Sunday, for a luncheon helps to bridge that 

gap. 

The Arbutus Ridge Golf Course has a beautiful clubhouse 

and the Satellite Bar and Grille serve up a great meal, 

from breakfast to lunch items, all reasonably priced. 

To top it off, the view is also fantastic, looking over the 

fairways which, of course, are immaculate and green!!   

Over in the distance there were flocks of Canada Geese 

gathering and getting ready to migrate south.   

There were 24 people at the luncheon.  A goodly num-

ber.   

Our thanks to Malcolm for his continuing efforts, finding 

places for everyone one to meet for lunches, ice cream 

runs and special events.   

Hope to see you all at the Festive Dinner at the end of 

the month.           
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British as a Third Language  

by  Peter A. Lee    (Gleaned from Historical 

Files) 

 

Shortly after landing on these shores. I got a job in 

a body shop. On the first morning I enquired if the 

overalls were supplied or did we have to supply 

our own? The reply had me foxed for some time --

- "What are you, some kind of a redneck?" I took it 

as a negative and donned the ones I had brought 

with me.  

Later on that morning, I was asked to "Fix that 

Chev". Looking round, all I could find to my eye 

was a Vauxhall Cavalier with a badly shunted front 

end, so I settled for it. The work sheet said 'Supply 

and fit new Hood and Grill'. The rudiments of the 

Canadian language had been disclosed to me even before leaving the UK, television is a great teacher.  So dropping the new hood 

in position I checked the fit, it was dreadful, the whole front end of the car was off to one side, there was nothing listed on the 

worksheet about frame straightening.  Seeking further instruction I ventured into the office. My hurried explanation of  "The bon-

net is parallel with the front wings but the scuttle is way out of line to the off side" was met with glazed expressions. Fortunately 

the shop owner and I found some common ground for communication; I was there for three years.  

We all take the tongue we were brought up with to be the correct one and so using a totally different word in place of the one we 

were brought up with is sometimes easier if the country's accent is also used. For example 'aluminum'. Although the word is not 

entirely different the accent changes it entirely. I knew I was getting acclimatized when I recognized my name as if spelled with a 

'D' in it.  

From a logical point of view there are words used here that fit the subject far better than 'British' ones. An exhaust muffler is far 

more appropriate than 'silencer'. Not to mention when I referred to the rear wheel covers on a 3.8 Jaguar as 'spats'.  Going off the 

automobile theme for a second --- how was I to know that 'a la mode' meant 'with ice cream'? Likewise a 'muffin' was something I 

only knew of in Nursery rhymes, how would I have survived my first week without Tim Hortons?  I am always interested in finding 

logical answers to some of these typically British terms. There is a world of difference between 'split pins' and 'cotter pins', just as 

there is between a 'slotted' nut and a 'castellated' one.  

Once more I return to the body shop. Having trouble removing an item, I asked if anyone had a 'single hexagon 5/8 socket'. More 

glazed looks was the only reply. Only after pulling a socket from some other tool box was I told it was a 'six point'.  Later on, when 

pointing to some Stilsons and asking if I could borrow them I was told they were pipe wrenches --- how more logical could it be? 

However, the word wrench more accurately describes the action than the tool, an Allen key will remain a key in my mind. As will a 

tool resting in my tool box, a 3/8 Whitworth obstruction ring spanner specifically made for the injection pump on a Gardiner Die-

sel engine, remain a spanner and never a 'box end wrench'. So at last I have the explanation for the 'spanner'.  

For this I have to take us back to the fifteenth century and armed warfare. Early muskets were muzzle loading and required a 

match (usually a short length of smoldering rope) to fire them, called a 'match lock' this amounted to a match being held in a fork 

that lowered into a 'flash pan' when the trigger was pulled. This system evolved to a 'wheel lock', an abrasive wheel was wound 

up against a spring, a piece of iron pyrites, producing a spark (the same principle as a cigarette lighter). The spark ignited the prim-

ing powder in the flash pan and hopefully the gun fired. The saying 'a flash in the pan' refers to the non discharge of a musket, it is 

now a universal term. The Musketeer would then reload, prime and re-wind the wheel. A separate tool was supplied for the last 

task, the re-winding was called 'spanning' and the tool logically was a 'spanner'. Eventually the 'wheel lock' would be superseded 

with the 'flint lock' and the spanner would be found obsolete for this purpose. Nevertheless it still manages to draw blood in the 

hands of the inexperienced, irrespective of nationality. Peter A. Lee 

NOTE:   Peter A. Lee was a devoted member of the Victoria MG Club.     The pictured MG Special was built by Peter 

Thank you to John Beresford who supplied me with the photograph, taken Father’s Day 2009, at Beacon Hill Park    

 

Photo:   John Beresford 
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Thanks to the following for their contributions to this 

month’s newsletter:  

Malcolm Ives, Randy & Heather Slade, Malcolm Baster, 

John Innes, John Veale, Stu Moore , John Beresford 

 

2019 VMGC Executive 

Email List  

President (acting) Malcom Ives vicepresident@victoriamgclub.ca 

Vice-President Gail Adams  

Secretary Randy Slade  

Treasurer Russ Cape treasurer@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Events Derrick Sparks events@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Motorsport Dave Shepherd motorsport@victoriamgclub.ca 

Dir.of Membership Stu Moore membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

Newsletter Patricia Sparks newsletter@victoriamgclub.ca 

Webmaster Marc Speed webmaster@victoriamgclub.ca 

Historian Armande Morton  

Regular Meeting Place: 

Meet:    Second Monday of each month  

Place:    Salvation Army Citadel (4030 Douglas Street) 

Time:     7:15 p.m.  

Volunteers needed.    

Can you help with Events, Motorsports, Phoning, etc 

Please email Derrick Sparks—  events@victoriamgclub.ca 

 

Friday, Nov. 29 : ANNUAL FESTIVE HOLIDAY  DINNER AT THE 6 MILE PUB.  Pre-order was required.   

Monday, Dec 02:     Exec Meeting at  the home of  Gail Adams:    7:00 p.m. 

 
   AGM—Monday Dec.09:     Arrive 7:00 for a 7:15 Meeting.    

Special Slide Presentation on  Events for the Year.   Jim Mills will be looking after nominations.    
If you wish to nominate a member for a position on the Executive, or you would like to be nominated, 

 please contact Jim via email  E: 911moji@gmail.com 

New Years Day Burn 

We will be meeting at Cattle Point at 11:00 a.m.    

All other arrangements will be in the December Issue of the Octagon 

Questions:   Derrick Sparks  events@victoriamgclub.ca          or Stu Moore  membership@victoriamgclub.ca 
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Victoria MG Club Membership Renewal and Application Form 
 

There are two payment options available for you: 

PAYING ON LINE :   please copy and paste the following link into your web-browser:   

 msreg.com/Vmgc2020    If you have not registered with MotorsportReg before they will require that you register, 

add a password, etc.    Payment by Credit Card. 

 

BY CHEQUE:  $25:00, made out to the VICTORIA MG CLUB    You can either  

mail it to the address in the text box, or bring it to the next meeting.      

Please fill out the following form: 

 

Name:  ______________________________________________________ 

Spouse/Partner Name:  __________________________________________ 

Address ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Postal Code____________________  

e-mail Address______________________________________________________ 

Partner e-mail Address______________________________________________  

Phone: _________________         Cell: ____________________        Cell: ____________________ 

Vehicle 1:      Yr: ____________   Make:   _____________________________  Model: _______________  

Vehicle 2:      Yr: ____________   Make:   _____________________________  Model: _______________  

 

 We would like to make a membership “phone and email list” available to members.  Please check the following     

boxes if you would like your following information on the list.   

The second box applies to your spouse/partner.    

                Member    Spouse/Partner 

 NAME:     

 PHONE:     

 CELL:     

 E-MAIL:    

 CAR(S):       

The membership list is NOT TO BE USED for solicitation, or distributed to non-members.   It is meant for communica-

tion by Club Members only.   So, by applying for, or renewing membership in the VMGC, I agree that I will not use 

other members’ personal information for any commercial purpose. Please accept my/our membership application/

renewal      

Your Signature________________________________________ Date ____________________________  

 

Spouse/Partner Signature_______________________________   Date____________________________     

 

Stu Moore, 

membership@victoriamgclub.ca 

Victoria MG Club 

c/o The Salvation Army Citadel, 

4030 Douglas Street, 

Victoria.  BC  V8X 5J6 

http://msreg.com/Vmgc2020

